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PM expands health cover
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Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

In a major expansion of the
Union government’s flag-
ship scheme, the Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY), Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
announced that health cov-
erage under the scheme
will now be available to all
senior citizens aged 70 and
above, regardless of their
income.

The scheme was intro-
duced to “overcome the
despair of the poor when
illness strikes”, Mr. Modi
said, noting that the go-
vernment bears the cost of
hospitalisation for benefi-
ciaries up to %5 lakh.

“With the expansion
now, every elderly person
above 70 years of age in the
country will get free treat-
ment in the hospital with
the Ayushman Vaya Vanda-
na Card. With an Ayush-
man Vaya Vandana card
for the elderly in the
house, the out-of-pocket
expenditure will be re-
duced to a great extent,”’
he said.

Other projects

Mr. Modi also launched
other health sector pro-
jects worth around 12,850
crore on the occasion of
Dhanvantari Jayanti and
the ninth Ayurveda Day, at
the All India Institute of Ay-
urveda (AIIA).

Ayurveda Diwas is being
celebrated in more than
150 countries today, Mr.
Modi said, offering this as
proof of the growing attrac-
tion of Ayurveda.

The PM slammed the go-
vernments of Delhi and
West Bengal for not imple-
menting the scheme, ex-
pressing his concern that

Shri Jagat

Union Ministeg

scheme to people aged 70
and over; no income bar

|GS Paper II: Government Scheme |
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Narendra Modi at the event to launch projects at AllA, New Delhi. PTi

senior citizens in these
States cannot avail them-
sevles of free treatment un-
der the expanded
programme.

“I apologise to all the el-
derly aged 70 and above in
Delhi and West Bengal that
I cannot serve them. I
know about your pains and
sufferings, but I won’t be
able to help you,” he said.
“The reason is that the go-
vernments in Delhi and
West Bengal are not joining
the scheme due to their
political interests,” he
added.

The Prime Minister in-
augurated and laid the
foundation stones for pro-
jects worth more than
13,000 crore, including
the creation of four centres
of excellence under the Ay-
ush Health scheme, expan-
sion of health services with
the use of drones, helicop-
ter services at AIIMS, Rishi-
kesh, new infrastructure at
AIIMS, New Delhi and Al-
IMS, Bilaspur, expansion of
services in five other AIIMS
in the country, establish-
ment of medical colleges,
the launch of nursing col-
leges, and other projects
related to the health sector.

Mr. Modi said that the
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government is leveraging
technology to enhance
healthcare and save citi-
zens’ money under the e-
Sanjeevani scheme,
through which over 30
crore people have consult-
ed doctors online.

Five pillars

Stating that the progress
of a nation is directly pro-
portional to the health of
its citizens, Mr. Modi listed
the five pillars of his go-
vernment’s policy: preven-
tive healthcare, early de-
tection of ailments, free
and low-cost treatment
and medicines, availability
of doctors in small towns,
and the expansion of tech-
nology in health services.

There are 7.5 lakh regis-
tered AYUSH practitioners
already contributing to the
nation’s healthcare, the
PM said.

The Prime Minister in-
augurated the second
phase of India’s first All In-
dia Institute of Ayurveda,
and three medical colleges
at Mandsaur, Neemuch
and Seoni in Madhya Pra-
desh, and laid the founda-
tion stones for five nursing
colleges, and 21 critical
care blocks.
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PM Expands Health Cover Scheme to People Aged 70
and Over; No Income Bar

YUTTEAT = 70 T9 3R I AP Mg & @Il & forg
WY Hax i1 o1 [JR fhar: w5 ma A 181

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that health coverage under the Ayushman Bharat
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Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) will now be available to all senior citizens aged 70
and above, regardless of their income.

U HAl A Hiet A D0 6 b SRS YR GUTHA o1 ARG JieT (Fied-19) & ded
WA Havel 3F 70 ¥ 3R ITR URIF IU & Wt aRF ArRRe! & forg Iuersy g1, a8 3!
AT P W Bl

« The scheme was introduced to “overcome the despair of the poor when illness strikes,” with
the government bearing the cost of hospitalisation for beneficiaries up to ¥5 lakh.

S IS &1 YRS "SR! & THY TRIST & FRIRM 61 gr HRA” & oy i 18 o, o s R
35 TG b b ATHITRIT! o fo sreudiel § Hdf g &1 @ a8 S|

« Every elderly person above 70 years of age will get free treatment in the hospital with the
Ayushman Vaya Vandana Card.

70 99 I 31 Y & TS ol DI STISHT qTAT G&-T BTS D 1Y SR H G STl
et |

* This expansion aims to reduce out-of-pocket expenditure for senior citizens.

Tg fowar Iy ARl & forw a1er @d & HH H31 & I T fooar T g

« Mr. Modi launched other health sector projects worth around ¥12,850 crore on Dhanvantari
Jayanti and the ninth Ayurveda Day.

Al St 3 gy STt ofR 7ai $Tgde faaw & SfawR TR U 312,850 HRIS & 3 WA
&1 a3 &1 JURY fHar|

« Ayurveda Diwas is being celebrated in more than 150 countries today, showcasing the
growing attraction of Ayurveda.

31TS 150 | 31f¥rer = & 3myde faaw 7T 11 6T 8, ST 31gde &1 dgdl Qb adT & S=idr 3|

* The Prime Minister criticized the governments of Delhi and West Bengal for not implementing
the scheme, stating that senior citizens in these states cannot avail themselves of free treatment.

gy w3 feeeh SR ufiy STa & IRSRT &1 M & 6 9 39 T B aF el HR @ &,
g Pgd gU fob 71 Al & aRT ANTRS T 3T o] of Febdl |
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» Modi expressed his concern, saying, "I apologise to all the elderly aged 70 and above in Delhi
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and West Bengal.”
e 7 3ot e orad R §U e, faeh SiR ufdm sma & 70 9 ik 39 oif¥res ey &
T SO O W AT § 1

« The Prime Minister inaugurated and laid the foundation stones for projects worth more than
¥13,000 crore, including the creation of four centres of excellence under the Ayush Health
scheme.

gyt A 3 213,000 HAS I S1f% Yoo &1 gRASHISH BT Igured foar 3R -fia wet, s sy
WA Ao & dgd IR SH VAl bl b R A g |

» The government is enhancing healthcare and saving money through the eSanjeevani scheme,
which has facilitated online consultations for over 30 crore people.

IRBR eSanjeevani TISHT & HATeTH T W Jarsif &1 §¢71 361 8 3R U 791 381 3, 9% dgd
30 PRI T 3 A = 3iTTars W ur fhar g

« The Prime Minister listed five pillars of the government'’s health policy: preventive healthcare,
early detection of ailments, free and low-cost treatment, availability of doctors in small towns,
and expansion of technology in health services.

Y T 7 WBHR &1 WG A & Uig WY GG (BT ABUTH WY SEHTH, SHTRA! 6
RS TaT THET, 0 3R S ATd a1l SUDR, BIC e H SiaeR! &1 ITasd], 3R Wy
Tarsft # U] &1 fawdr |

* There are 7.5 lakh registered AYUSH practitioners contributing to the nation’s healthcare.

7.5 TG Uolipd Sy R 321 &1 Wreg Ja1 & aireH &R ) 7|

« The Prime Minister inaugurated the second phase of India’s first All India Institute of Ayurveda
and three medical colleges in Madhya Pradesh.

gy W= YR & Ugd SHTet ST Srgder WRITH & gOR aR0T 3R U U | diF Afsdha
Picioll BT 3gdle fhal

« Foundation stones were laid for five nursing colleges and 21 critical care blocks.

uie IR BTeiol 3R 21 fpfera SR ste & fig Fig Wl 7151

Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
e Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), launched on September 23, 2018, is
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India's flagship public health insurance scheme aimed at providing affordable healthcare to the
underprivileged.

e The scheme targets the bottom 40% of the population or approximately 10 crore families as
identified by Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) data, 2011.

e Implemented by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), PM-JAY provides a health
coverage of up to X5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization.

o 3TN YR TUFHAT S 3RIG ASHT (PM-JAY) HRd &1 TG TTaol-1d W ST Jroi1 g, S TRiat
& oTU T W a1 YaH = BT 5= 3@l 5

o IS 23 RUGER 2018 B Y= g5 SR STH ATHIOTH- 31T HATFA SFRTUMT (SECC) 2011 & SR
TIHT 10 PAS URARY TT 40% SIS H! dferd far a3

o T AIoHT WA 3R URAR F&TUT TATAT (MoHFW) GRT AR &1 Sffchl § 3R Ufd aRaR ufd oy 5 @
T TP BT WA HAS T Bl ¢

Key Objectives:

e Comprehensive Coverage: PM-JAY provides comprehensive health coverage to ensure that the
beneficiaries do not suffer financial hardship due to medical expenses. This is a major shift from earlier
welfare schemes that provided limited support.

e Cashless and Paperless Service: PM-JAY is a cashless and paperless service across the nation, making
it accessible at empanelled public and private hospitals.

e Portability of Benefits: Beneficiaries can avail of services across 24,000+ empanelled hospitals
nationwide, making the scheme highly flexible.

o THY HAYIS: PM-JAY IS WY Ha¥sl UG Bl g diiee arHIiiaT & fifercr @l & srur faxiia
HTTS BT JIHAT 7 BT US | T8 UgH Bl HedTol Grei13i ¥ U 557 9edid g

o HIAY R TURAHT TaT: Tg o1 R S H S 3R TRAT FaT UeH Bl 8, S SrfRyfera
Frdeire 3R el sRudrel & Suas g

o TH Y QAR el TR A 24,000+ SFrgfRrd srgaTal § Jaraft &1 oy IoT Thd §, Sl 59

IS &) 3 d el a1dT &

3. Important Data and Facts:

e Coverage: Over 5 crore hospital admissions have been recorded since inception, with 3,000 crore
rupees saved by beneficiaries.

e Hospital Network: The scheme has empanelled 24,000+ hospitals across 33 states and Union
Territories.

e Priority: PM-JAY targets households with vulnerable backgrounds like landless laborers, manual
scavengers, and rural families with no stable income.
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|
o UIARITAT: PM-JAY faRN &9 ¥ YRIE AeigRl, TwIsH b, SR UTHior gikar| Siit Sk ggyfi ara
IRaR! &1 Aféd S g |

4. Recent Updates:

e Enhanced Coverage for Senior Citizens: In 2024, PM-JAY expanded its coverage to include senior
citizens over 70 years old, without an income cap, improving accessibility for the elderly.

e Digital Innovations: A PM-JAY mobile app was introduced for ease of registration and tracking
claims, adding to the transparency and accessibility of the scheme.

e State-Specific Initiatives: States like Uttar Pradesh and Kerala have introduced additional health
benefits through PM-JAY, customizing the scheme to local health needs.

o aIRY ARG & forw Favet & fAER: 2024 & PM-JAY 7 Ut B BT AR B 70 IH A 3D
3 & IRy AT ) Qiftrer fopa, s g o A et 21

. %ﬁzgrwmm-mvnﬁmﬁqﬁszrmw%ﬁhw%ewsﬁvmcﬁaﬁﬁm:ﬁﬁ&nw«ﬁm
GEGIR

o cY-fARRY Ugd: SR USRI 3R B I Il 7 RITFI WG TGS & 3R PM-JAY & HIeqH
9 aifafvead ey oy O e g
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Shah unveils mobile
app for birth and
death registration

|PCS |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched
the Civil Registration Sys-
tem (CRS) mobile applica-
tion to “integrate technolo-
gy with governance”.

Mr. Shah said the appli-
cation would make regis-
tration of births and deaths
seamless and hassle-free
by allowing citizens to re-
gister at any time, from any
place, and in their State’s
official language.

“It will significantly re-
duce the time required for
registration,” he said in a
post on X.

According to the Regis-
tration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Act,
2023, all reported births
and deaths in the country
occurring from October 1,
2023, are to be digitally re-
gistered through the
Centre’s portal dc.crsorgi.
gov.in.

Single document

The digital birth certifi-
cates will be a single docu-
ment to prove the date of
birth for various services
such as admission to edu-
cational institutions, go-
vernment jobs and mar-
riage registration.

The centralised data-
base will also help update
the National Population
Register (NPR), ration

-y -

Amit Shah. AnI

cards, property registra-
tion and electoral rolls.

Data for the NPR, first
collected in 2010 and up-
dated in 2015 through
door-to-door  enumera-
tion, already includes in-
formation on 119 crore resi-
dents. NPR is the first step
to the creation of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NPR), as per the Citizen-
ship Act.

Patel remembered

Mr. Shah also unveiled a
statue of India’s first Home
Minister Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel at the Census
Building in the capital.

He said that Patel wove
the country into a thread
of unity, laying the founda-
tion for a strong India.
“This statue of the Iron
Man, a symbol of struggle
and sacrifice for national
interest, will continue to
inspire everyone as a testa-
ment to his unwavering de-
dication to establishing de-
mocratic values in the
country,” Mr. Shah said.
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registration

]IS A o7 31} Yog Uil & ford HigTsd 0U &1
31T foar

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday launched the Civil Registration System
(CRS) mobile application to “integrate technology with governance”.
&g g T Aftra = A HiaaR & fafdd ez Rivew ey deEa
UAH R 1 SATaRYT e difes "Tefiies! &1 U & WY Thidhd faha o qh 1"

e Mr. Shah said the application would make registration of births and deaths seamless
and hassle-free by allowing citizens to register at any time, from any place, and in their
State’s official language.

ot ] 1 5T b TG 3Maed 70 3R GG & UoNdhRUl DI Tgol 3R o1 forsht TRt &
AT, Ford AR foveft vy, Tt oft I 9, SR oo I B SA1RIpTIRe HreT H
GoilepRUT R Hebdl |

e "It will significantly reduce the time required for registration,” he said in a post on X.
"Tg USR] & oY SHTIRTAH THI DI AUl 0 ¥ HH B oN," 351 X R T URe |
el

e According to the Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023, all
reported births and deaths in the country occurring from October 1, 2023, are to be

digitally registered through the Centre’s portal dc.crsorgi.gov.in.

T 3R GG DI USHOT (E=e) AUy, 2023 & SHAUR, S H 1 TSR, 2023 J
g aral 94t tefipd S 3R TG &I &% & Ulcd de.crsorgi.gov.in & ATeOH ¥ f&foed
U 9 Usilgpd foar S|

e The digital birth certificates will be a single document to prove the date of birth for
various services such as admission to educational institutions, government jobs, and
marriage registration.

fSforee S wwTor ot fafier Sarsii & fore & fafd &1 JHford 3 & oY Tehet Gdras
BT, SR o5 QAeifores TRiml & Uat, BRI Al 3R faars usiiaxun

e The centralised database will also help update the National Population Register
(NPR), ration cards, property registration, and electoral rolls.
A Bl Wl ST A H Hag BT

e Data for the NPR, first collected in 2010 and updated in 2015 through door-to-door
enumeration, already includes information on 119 crore residents.
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TAGSR & fore Ser, fo ugelt SR 2010 H Taa fovdm 7T 3R 2015 H OR-5R SR Y fard
o e, # ugdl § 81 119 FIs ARl & SHeRT Wi 3

e NPRis the first step to the creation of the National Register of Citizens (NRC), as per
the Citizenship Act.
AT a1 ifRfaH & SR, TTiem wgia Arie orer (@emeh) & i o
Ul B B |

e Mr. Shah also unveiled a statue of India’s first Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
at the Census Building in the capital.
o} RMME = ISTUTT & FTRTIOMT U § YR & Ugd T8 Hal AGR TedYHTS Ued &1 Udh
Ui T 411 3TaRTT foba|

e He said that Patel wove the country into a thread of unity, laying the foundation for a
strong India.
311 Hel o U = <= &1 Thdl & YT & AT, Aogd HRd $i -id 9|

e "This statue of the Iron Man, a symbol of struggle and sacrifice for national interest, will

www.patrioticias.in

continue to inspire everyone as a testament to his unwavering dedication to establishing
democratic values in the country,” Mr. Shah said.

e Tou 1 75 TR, o i R ¥ Rie g ik sfrar @1 e 2, 3 3 dedite
Tl &t RITIAT & Ufd S!S THd0r &1 5101 8, I8 Tt &1 ORa &=t 397l ot 2mg A
Pell

National Population Register (NPR)

e The National Population Register (NPR) is a comprehensive identity database maintained by the
Government of India.

® This registry is designed to include a detailed record of the residents in each area, regardless of their
citizenship status, making it a critical tool for governance, policy implementation, and security.
The NPR was initially implemented under the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the Citizenship Rules, 2003.
Its primary objective is to create a national identity database that includes detailed demographic and
biometric data of all residents in the country.

e According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, it provides a foundation for resident identification.

o NPR &I AYRUM: I§ U AP UG Sclo¥ & Sl YA Harehl &1 fawgd faarur v@d g, ¢k 39
TATRET ST, 1955 SR ANTREGAT 9, 2003 & dgd a1 fasar T o |

Key Features and Objectives ({37 faRIwaTy 3k I£24)

Coverage: NPR covers all residents who have resided in an area for at least six months or intend to
reside in that area for the next six months. It is distinct from the Census, which only provides aggregate
data on population statistics.

NPR &1 ®a¥el: NPR 37 G+t FarRydl &1 <ifiret o=ar & off fbeit &5 § &9 @ &9 ©8 9819 a% 7€ 9% ¢
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T 3T B HelHl dob I8 B ST IWd ¢

2. Data Collection: Information gathered includes personal and demographic details, such as name,
gender, date of birth, relationship, marital status, and educational qualifications. Since 2010, biometric
data is also incorporated into NPR.

2T JUBr: s9H 7, o, o+ fafy, ddy, darfess fRufa, Qifére divadn S8 safdaid faeror wfia g1 2010
T graAfed e ot e B

3. Link to Aadhaar: NPR data is often linked with Aadhaar to establish a unique identity for each resident,
ensuring accurate demographic records.

%rm%ﬁm NPR ST 3[R 3MYR & 1Y SIS oildT g difde U Harit & fore ues fafiy ug=m wifua
ST 9 |

4. Digitalization and Updates: According to Press Information Bureau (PIB), NPR is continually
updated, and the latest NPR survey was to be conducted alongside Census 2021.

feforeefiozur 3R 3USe: NPR ! THI-THY TR U e b1 SildT §, 3iR TdI-aH NPR HI&UT 2021 Pt
ST o 1Y SAoTd foaT ST AT

Historical Background and Development (RfagTRies ggyfiy ik faswm)

The idea of a National Population Register emerged as a national security measure.

The first NPR was prepared in 2010, and subsequently, an update took place in 2015.

NPR updates are aligned with census activities, reinforcing the importance of this registry in
comprehensive demographic tracking.

o SR 3R fAHTR: NPR B STURUT U P FR&M IUR & FU H I+RT| Ul NPR 2010 H IR {3
T T IR 91 H 2015 H 3USc fopam

Recent Developments and Updates (&T¢1 & faoprg iR 3ATST)

As of 2024, discussions around NPR have resurfaced with proposals to enhance its digital infrastructure and
streamline data integration with Aadhaar for better policy implementation and administration. Some states
have raised concerns regarding data privacy and collection methods.

o A & fA®HTH: 2024 TF, NPR & fSed o1d HI AT B 3R YR & Y 3T BT 95k didb I oire
R 991 9 351 5|

Important Dates, Facts, and Data (II?E'IIUf ﬁl‘fﬁ'!ﬁ g 3R @ET)

e First NPR Census: 2010
o UGdAT NPR FJ&UT: 2010

e NPR Update: 2015, aligned with Census 2021 (postponed due to COVID-19).
o NPR 3[0S¢: 2015, SFIUMT 2021 & 1Y (COVID-19 & HRUT RIFT) |

e Relevant Act: Citizenship Act, 1955, Citizenship Rules, 2003.
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Rajnath flags oft Sagarmala

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday virtually
flagged off the Sagarmala
Parikrama, a 1,500-km pas-
sage by an autonomous
surface vessel manufac-
tured by Sagar Defence En-
gineering, from Mumbai to
Thoothukudi.

The vessel’s journey, un-
veiled at Swavlamban, the
annual event of the Naval
Innovation and Indigenisa-
tion Organisation (NIIO), is
an important technology
demonstration especially
as the Indian Navy looks to
induct autonomous sur-
face and underwater ves-
sels in large numbers.

The Minister formally
unveiled the third edition
of Acing Development of
Innovative Technologies
with iDEX (ADITI 3.0) chal-
lenge and 13th edition of
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Rajnath Singh

Defence India Start-up
Challenges (DISC 13) aimed
to advance indigenous de-
fence technologies and op-
erational efficiencies.
ADITI 3.0 features a
challenge from the Navy to
design a high-power micro-
wave weapon system. DISC
13 presents seven challeng-
es — three from the Army
and two each from Navy
and Air Force — in the do-
mains of Al, military com-
munication and autono-
mous bots among others.
Navy chief Admiral Di-
nesh K. Tripathi reiterated

Parikrama to Thoothukudi

that the Navy has resolved
to become a “fully aatma-
nirbhar force” by 2047. “I
am delighted to share that
through constant conver-
sation and collaborative ef-
forts of Defence Innovation
Organisation and NIIO, 173
challenges presented to in-
dustry by the Navy, includ-
ing all the 75 challenges
launched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi... have
been converted into prag-
matic solutions and posi-
tive outcomes,” he said.

This, the Navy chief
said, has resulted in fructi-
fication of more than
2,000 proposals, with an
outlay of over 32,000 crore
and conclusion of 171 con-
tracts for an excess of 700
crore towards develop-
ment of “swadeshi solu-
tions” many of them being
“global firsts, game chan-
gers and technologically
futuristic”.
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Rajnath flags off Sagarmala Parikrama to Thoothukudi

YT HAY ISHTY A qAlDINA & foe IrRaTar ufessar &t
<arT foan

« Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday virtually flagged off the Sagarmala Parikrama,

www.patrioticias.in

a 1,500-km passage by an autonomous surface vessel manufactured by Sagar Defence
Engineering, from Mumbai to Thoothukudi.

AR $I & HAt o1y 7 = 4o I eI d ARRETET UiReh 1 & 1,500 fhHt @d ant
DT STURT 0 T Lramd 31, o R fEtha geitfrafie grr Ffifd te warm g i gr g
feparm |

* The vessel's journey was unveiled at Swavlamban, the annual event of the Naval Innovation
and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO), marking an important technology demonstration as
the Indian Navy plans to induct autonomous surface and underwater vessels in large numbers.

Y UId &1 T BT TR WTadd BRIHH | (a1 7T, S FRIAT AdTR Ud ISRl
TS (TS ATE3M) BT qMNH TS 8, S HRATT AT 't WA g 3R T & 1 it
DI I8 TR W YT GIoHT o1 T Agayul Wenfe! ue=fq 2|

« The Minister formally unveiled the third edition of Acing Development of Innovative
Technologies with iDEX (ADITI 3.0) challenge and 13th edition of Defence India Start-up
Challenges (DISC 13) aimed at advancing indigenous defence technologies and operational
efficiencies.

oA A TSt EtaNTS 3.0 (FHIAfCT SIS & faT T HERA B1RIe BN i AR HEBROT
3R T&T HR CTE-3U T (STIMSTHHT 13) & 13F WP BT SNYATRSD SR o, S
wexl el Urenffeal SiR ufare qardl 1 dgTal ¢ & T 3|

« ADITI 3.0 features a challenge from the Navy to design a high-power microwave weapon
system. DISC 13 presents seven challenges — three from the Army and two each from Navy
and Air Force — in domains like Al, military communication, and autonomous bots among
others.

TSIMEEISATS 3.0 H G- B 3R A TP I=-Tfad UISH1aa gIUAR WUIe! fEAT8H Hed 7
deior TS & | STSMSTHHT 13 & o AId dael o—l A1 9 3R &1-al AT 3R arg /1 39—
o wan, §=1 WuR, 3R A aieq 99 &7 Wia g

« Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi reiterated the Navy’s commitment to becoming a
“fully aatmanirbhar force” by 2047.

AT g TSiiRa faRw &. furdt 7 2047 9 P R smafiR sa s R s T &
REZS A RARRDI
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« Through collaborative efforts of the Defence Innovation Organisation and NIIO, 173
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challenges posed to industry by the Navy, including all 75 challenges launched by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, have resulted in 2,000+ proposals with a ¥2,000 crore outlay and

171 contracts worth ¥700 crore for “swadeshi solutions”.

T TAMIR HH 3R TS 3N & TgaN e YaTH! ¥, GU=HET g Hid) gRT di=d fbu
T 75 A Fied AT gRT ST &1 3T MW 173 A, 2,000 & 34t wwaral # uRafdd gu e,
ST 22,000 HIS B AR 3R ¥700 FIIS Yo & 171 Y “TISRA FHIUTN" & faH™ &

e gl

Four elephants found dead at tiger reserve in M.P.

|GS Paper llI: Environment|
e Hindu Bureau Chief Wildlife Warden

BHOPAL

Four elephants were found
dead and five in poor
health in the Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve in Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

Vijay N. Ambade said one
male and three female ele-
phants from a herd of 13
were found dead and five
more were found lying on
the ground.

“On October 29, during

the Bandhavgarh Tiger Re-
serve found two wild ele-
phants in RF 384 and two
in PF183 A of Khitauli and
Pataur core ranges, respec-
tively, dead,” he said.

He said that a team of
wildlife health officers and
wildlife veterinarians are

treating the elephants.
“The State Tiger Strike
Force teams from Jabalpur
and Bhopal have also
reached the spot for furth-
er investigation. Park man-
agers and veterinarian doc-
tors are also seeking
regular guidance from ex-

perts from Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, Dehradun,”
Mr. Ambade said.

He said that the cause of
death will be ascertained
after post-mortem exami-
nations are conducted and
the nearby area is combed
thoroughly.

regular patrolling, staff of

Four elephants found dead at tiger reserve in M.P.
AT USR & R F¥ord § IR g1t g ure e

* Four elephants were found dead and five in poor health in the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve

in Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday, officials said.
AR &1 SAGIRGT 3 FarT o Her Ue & ivaie ergR Rerd o 7R g1ft ga ok uig o
ey fRyfd TRTe Ul TS|

« Chief Wildlife Warden Vijay N. Ambade said one male and three female elephants from a
herd of 13 were found dead and five more were found lying on the ground.

S TYid W& faerg T4, 3iars A aar i 13 g1ial & gfs & ¥ ue =R ofR i et gt
T U7 7Y, STafe urg SR gl o wR U fira

« “On October 29, during regular patrolling, staff of the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve found
two wild elephants in RF 384 and two in PF183 A of Khitauli and Pataur core ranges,
respectively, dead,” he said.

I2I T % 29 ragaR o) Fafira =a & SRM, diaTe <R Red & HHaniRal 3 RF 384 T
g1 SiTelt g1t 3fR fiuwr183 T H gf greft fAielt ok vk ik ¥ & ga umu|
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* He said that a team of wildlife health officers and wildlife veterinarians are treating the

www.patrioticias.in

elephants.

I el & a=geiia @ fter ik a=usiia uyy Rifrere g1fial o1 gars a7 R B

« "The State Tiger Strike Force teams from Jabalpur and Bhopal have also reached the spot
for further investigation. Park managers and veterinarian doctors are also seeking regular
guidance from experts from Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun,” Mr. Ambade said.

SEAYR 3R HIUTH ¥ W 3R WP B ¢l 7 +f o & g Hids R ugadh a=aeilg
HRIT 381 & fausit @ Fraftra anfesfa formn g, ot siere = s

* He said that the cause of death will be ascertained after post-mortem examinations are
conducted and the nearby area is combed thoroughly.

IBi- T % g & SR F1 U1 TRSHTSH Sid 3R U & &85 St [ |id & aIe aa
ST

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (§14d7¢ TSR ﬂTrI?f)

The reserve is located in the Vindhya hills of Madhya Pradesh and covers 1,536 sq. km
including the core and buffer areas.

SyaTg eRTR o Aeg Uew &) fden udd 4&en 7 fRiq § 3R 1,536 a7 fpafier & a5 o
HR I 8, ForgH PR 3R IR & it B

« Established in 1968 as a national park, it was declared a tiger reserve under Project Tiger in
1993. 34 1968 H S TN b a7 T 3R 1993 H Tioide TSR & d8d TP TR
f¥erd o & o 9t fobar

Biodiversity and Wildlife (3d fafaerar 3 a=usftas) - Bandhavgarh is notable for its high
density of tigers, making it one of India’s top spots for tiger sightings. SIYdg 30 3 919
Y & foTT ST STl €, o 3/ R & U &9 S{aidh- RIal 3 § U 11 g |

« Apart from tigers, it hosts leopards, Indian gaurs, sloth bears, deer species like the chital,

and bird species. el & SdTaT, wagsrr YR MR, HT, fraa o fevur, iR ueht uenfeai
i urg ot &1

Historical Significance (Q'EIETW'FIEE) « Bandhavgarh derives its name from the
Bandhavgarh Fort, which is estimated to be over 2,000 years old. It was a stronghold of the
rulers of the Rewa state. SIHATG T ATH YIS fa 9 foram man % ST 2,000 HTA 3 3iftrp
TR AT ST § | I8 a1 o9 & D! B TG AT

Conservation Initiatives (HR&/UT Ugd) - Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve is a part of Project
Tiger, initiated in 1973 to ensure the survival and growth of tigers in India. SIHYAE TR
f¥ord Wivtee eTgTR &1 fexn €, ot YRd H a6l & i@ 3R 3ig &I YAEd H3 & forw 1973
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T Y= fovan T AT

ST 8

 Regular monitoring and patrolling, particularly in high-risk areas, are conducted to protect

wildlife. I=Tolia BT JR& & fore Frafyd FRET 3iR 7=d, faviy &9 9 3= SRy ara &=t &

Maithili missed out on classical status as
proposal did not come from Bihar govt.

|GS Pager [: A&C |

NEW DELHI

While five languages were
accorded the classical sta-
tus earlier this month,
Maithili missed out as the
Bihar government had not
forwarded the proposal
officially.

The recommendation
according classical status
for a language is made by
the Linguistics Expert
Committee, which com-
prises representatives of
the Union Ministries of
Home and Culture and
four or five linguistic ex-
perts at any given time.
The panel is chaired by the
president of the Sahitya
Akademi. The recommen-
dation then has to be ap-
proved by the Union Cabi-
net following which a
Gazette notification is is-
sued.

Sources in the commit-
tee told The Hindu that the
proposal for Maithili had

The language was
included in the

Eighth Schedule of
Constitution in 2003

been forwarded by the Pat-
na-based Maithili Sahitya
Sansthan, but the same
had not been forwarded to
the Home Ministry by the
Bihar government, which
is the official procedure.
Thus, though the 300-page
proposal for Maithili was
discussed at the meeting of
the committee, it could not
be considered due to this
technicality.

12 million speakers

By the 2011 Census, there
were approximately 12 mil-
lion Maithili speakers in In-
dia. Maithili was included
in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution as a recog-
nised Indian language in
2003. It is included as an
optional paper in the UPSC

exam. In March 2018,
Maithili received the se-
cond official language sta-
tus in Jharkhand. Besides,
Jharkhand and Bihar, it is
the second most spoken
language in Nepal.

The Janata Dal(U) has
been consistent in its de-
mand for classical lan-
guage status for Maithili
and reiterated it on Octob-
er 7, barely three days after
the Union Cabinet cleared
the same for the five lan-
guages. JD(U) national
working president and Ra-
jya Sabha member Sanjay
Jha, who hails from Mithi-
lanchal, made the call in a
statement issued on X.

“Conservation and pro-
motion of the Maithili lan-
guage has been my top
priority from the begin-
ning. Due to my efforts, the
expert committee of Maith-
ili scholars constituted by
the Central government
made 11 recommendations
in its report, which was

completed on August 3l,
2018. The first recommen-
dation was — the Maithili
language is about 1,300
years old, and its literature
has been developing inde-
pendently and continuous-
ly. Therefore, it should be
placed in the category of
classical language,” he
said.

In a written reply in the
Bihar Assembly in July,
State Education Minister
Sunil Kumar Singh, while
asserting that the decision
to accord classical status to
languages was under the
Central government, had
said the Bihar Government
would soon send the pro-
posal to the Centre.

Among the five languag-
es given classical status on
October 3, the proposals
for Assamese and Bengali
had come from the respec-
tive State governments as
had been the case for Ma-
rathi which has been pend-
ing since 2014.

Maithili Missed Out on Classical Status as Proposal Did

Not Come from Bihar Govt
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AUt &1 T gwit 81 e wife wara fagr
YIHR A Ag1 AT

www.patrioticias.in

e Five languages were accorded the classical status earlier this month, but Maithili
missed out as the Bihar government had not forwarded the proposal officially.
Tie HUTOTSH &1 S A &1 (ST & AT Golt fam 77 o1, afes et &1 fagr
PR GRT YD T Y YATG 7 Hol S & HRUT §16R DR &1 |

e The recommendation for classical status for a language is made by the Linguistics
Expert Committee, which comprises representatives of the Union Ministries of Home
and Culture and four or five linguistic experts at any given time.

forit Ut & el oot & oy ST HTwTfaT= faRtuy wftfa gr1 &t st 3, o 8
3R Txpfa warerg & ufafAfy ik feft off g 9w ar vt HTwrs faRiws gid §1

e The panel is chaired by the president of the Sahitya Akademi. The recommendation
then has to be approved by the Union Cabinet, after which a Gazette notification is
issued.

9 U B ST Aifg SBIGH! b A T & | 39D I Palg HAHSH gRI
SIRIT DI Wiiepd T STl § SR eI SFRTEHT ok} &1 St ]

e Sources in the committee told The Hindu that the proposal for Maithili had been
forwarded by the Patna-based Maithili Sahitya Sansthan, but the same had not been
forwarded to the Home Ministry by the Bihar government, which is the official
procedure.

iHfa & @ A g & Sar fas Bl o1 vrara e fRua afredt arfge S g
31T ST 7T YT, TAfh 39 fIgR TRPR §RT IJ8 HATOd ! Te Yol 7, S %
ST Ufsham 3 |

e Thus, though the 300-page proposal for Maithili was discussed at the meeting of the
committee, it could not be considered due to this technicality.
Zqfere, IAfa &1 d% T 300 UHT BT UwATd 99f H g9 & STas[g, 39 dh-id! HRUN F T8
EIBISIRSCal

e 12 million speakers

1.2 S gadl

e By the 2011 Census, there were approximately 12 million Maithili speakers in India.

Maithili was included in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution as a recognized Indian
language in 2003.
2011 Pt ST & 3JAR, YR H AT 1.2 HI1S AR aaar 81 ARch &1 2003 T
AU B MTedl S H Ueh T=Ial W YR HINT o & H =il fosar mam o1

e Itisincluded as an optional paper in the UPSC exam. In March 2018, Maithili received
the second official language status in Jharkhand. Besides Jharkhand and Bihar, it is
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the second most spoken language in Nepal.

T8 UPSC T3t ¥ U9 dovfeis fawy & wu o wnfiya g1 A 2018 ¥, Afdclt & Irws #
SR} IR YT &1 gt T ol IRWS 3R fagR & srermar, I8 Aura & gad
TR Afh St 91 areft urar 3|

e The Janata Dal(U) has been consistent in its demand for classical language status for

www.patrioticias.in

Maithili and reiterated it on October 7, barely three days after the Union Cabinet
cleared the same for the five languages.

ST g () - AR & forT et HTST T gutt &1 &1 AN TR &1 g 3RS0 7
TR P, HY HEAHSH R Ul HTwI3T Bl ARG goif 37 F fiF e &g Srerm

e JD(U) national working president and Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Jha, who hails
from Mithilanchal, made the call in a statement issued on X.
ST gE(g) & I FRGRY Sieger SR IsTHT Wer Hord g, N Rifama 98, 3
X W SR} T s | g HiT D1

e "Conservation and promotion of the Maithili language has been my top priority from
the beginning. Due to my efforts, the expert committee of Maithili scholars
constituted by the Central government made 11 recommendations in its report, which
was completed on August 31, 2018.

AT HTYT BT TREUT 3R UTeTe B UMbl a1 & | TR YAl & HRUT g WRBR GRI
Tfed AfeR fagr ) faiwg wfafa 3 ot 31 34, 2018 &1 Ui & 11 =T
Edl

e The first recommendation was — the Maithili language is about 1,300 years old, and
its literature has been developing independently and continuously. Therefore, it should
be placed in the category of classical language,” he said.
Ugat SR a8 Ut — Dl WS T 1,300 T QR ©, 3R SUHT e ¥@dd &0 I
3R fraR fae e 31 61 31 3TN, 59 WRet HTaT &1 3ot & @1 &7 91, I8
Dol

e In a written reply in the Bihar Assembly in July, State Education Minister Sunil Kumar
Singh, while asserting that the decision to accord classical status to languages was
under the Central government, had said the Bihar Government would soon send the
proposal to the Centre.
qars ¥ fagr faumaur & fafed S &, 3sa & Rien v e pur Rig A wa1 &
HIT3 BT AT gl 3 T Uiy Fg TRPR & SPR 7 3, 3R fIgR TRPR oeg
HRSSIERY LT

e Among the five languages given classical status on October 3, the proposals for
Assamese and Bengali had come from the respective State governments as had been
the case for Marathi, which has been pending since 2014.

3 3(AgER & XA il U7 U HTorait & Srafir iR qiver & uvarg "afta wsa
PRI T 3T I, S FRIST BT T T, S 2014  wfad B
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New guidelines promote
Ayurveda, curb antibiotics
use in veterinary treatment

|GS Paper II: Health Sector

NEW DELHI

The Standard Veterinary
Treatment Guidelines
(SVTG), released recently
by the Union Ministry of
Animal Husbandry, aims to
reduce and regulate the
use of antibiotics to treat
diseases found among liv-
estock and poultry. The
SVTG also provides for the
use of Ayurvedic drugs in
veterinary treatment.

It is for the first time that
the Centre has come up
with a standard set for
treatment of almost all dis-
eases of animals and birds.

Union Animal Husban-
dry Secretary Alka Upad-
hyay said the guidelines
were designed to minimise
antimicrobial resistance
and effectively control dis-
eases. Former Director and
Vice-Chancellor of the In-

Standard protocols for
treatment of poultry and cattle
have been set out.

dian Veterinary Research
Institute (IVRI) Raj Kumar
Singh, who played a pivo-
tal role in its drafting, said:
“SVTG is for minimising
the usage of drugs, includ-
ing antibiotics. The guide-
lines will help in reducing
the economic burden on
farmers as medicines will
be cost-effective from
now.”

Union Animal Husban-

dry Commissioner Abhijit
Mitra said the guidelines
were drafted by a team of
more than 80 profession-
als from veterinary and
medical fields. He said the
States had been consulted
in its preparation.

Dr. Singh said Ayurvedic
drugs had been clinically
proven for the treatment of
some of the diseases by the
National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB). The
document has prescribed
the use of “ethnoveterin-
ary medicine” and herbal
drugs, tried on a large-
scale by the NDDB to treat
mastitis. “The validated
ethnoveterinary medicine
practices for treatment
and better management of
bovine mastitis are in use
to reduce the irrational use
of antibiotics, thereby re-
ducing the cost of treat-
ment,” the SVTG says.

New guidelines promote Ayurveda, curb antibiotics

use in veterinary treatment
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7% feenfAd=i § smgde @) gerar, uy faferer |
TaHerife & ST W IA®H

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The Standard Veterinary Treatment Guidelines (SVTG), released recently by the
Union Ministry of Animal Husbandry, aims to reduce and regulate the use of
antibiotics to treat diseases found among livestock and poultry.

WSS defdt fiede MESAEH (SVTG), BT o1 H Hsg U[UTa HATHd §RI ARI Bt
TS, Hafkmt iR gffal & ure M are A7 & ITER & e eetamafeey & SudnT & & d
FA R AT B BT I @l § |

The SVTG also provides for the use of Ayurvedic drugs in veterinary treatment.

sVTG # U] fafre SUaR & Smgdfee® garsii & IuanT &1 uiay™ Hi gl

It is for the first time that the Centre has come up with a standard set for treatment of
almost all diseases of animals and birds.

Ig Ugdl IR § 99 g - SHaRl AR Uferl & aHT F9 IR o SUAR & T U A
e d fbar g |

Union Animal Husbandry Secretary Alka Upadhyay said the guidelines were designed
to minimise antimicrobial resistance and effectively control diseases.

SHET URUTA ARIT SABT SUTEN A gl [ 3 fe=nfAden o1 3exa gémmsmifaud
wfeRYe B HH HAT SR A7 W GuTdt e SR 7|

Former Director and Vice-Chancellor of the Indian Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) Raj Kumar Singh, who played a pivotal role in its drafting, said: “SVTG is for
minimising the usage of drugs, including antibiotics. The guidelines will help in reducing
the economic burden on farmers as medicines will be cost-effective from now.”

YR Uy RIfFer sgaem =AM (IVRI) & T4 e iR aufa I $UR R,
817 38 TR HA # Agayul Yfiet AuTE, 3 et “svTG # qarst, favy w0 ¥
CaRIfead & SUIRT Bl HH B BT WY 7| I TGxn-es feami W snfie s &1 &1
B H gD Bl Al 3 FaTT ARTA G it

Union Animal Husbandry Commissioner Abhijit Mitra said the guidelines were
drafted by a team of more than 80 professionals from veterinary and medical fields. He
said the States had been consulted in its preparation.

FEIg yuTe Mg frsiid e 3 sam & 37 feenfdsi o oy fifesr sik
b &= & 80 | Sifires URIaRY 1 1 gRT daR fobdl 71 81 I=IA I fob 4 AR
S H real A H g feran

Dr. Singh said Ayurvedic drugs had been clinically proven for the treatment of some of
the diseases by the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB).

gl. g A e fob Ia ST fasT4 1S (NDDB) SR $© SHIRET & IUER & forg
rgdfes garsit &1 Rifeda wam fear mr g
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e The document has prescribed the use of “ethnoveterinary medicine” and herbal

www.patrioticias.in

drugs, tried on a large scale by the NDDB to treat mastitis.

AW B "R AfSRA~ 3R gda garsit & IuanT &1 gama feur mar g, s
NDDB gRT ARETS & IUTIR & ol 9 THM TR ATSHTT U B |

e "The validated ethnoveterinary medicine practices for treatment and better

management of bovine mastitis are in use to reduce the irrational use of antibiotics,
thereby reducing the cost of treatment,” the SVTG says.

"FraTg- ARETSH & IUAR 3R dgk YseH & fore ganforg ueAde st Afefe nursi
BT TN foaT o1 TgT § difs G & A1 SUURT B HH [Har o I, foraa
SUER &1 @RTd $H 81 9,” SVTG H Bel T g
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Study ofters clues to why COVID-19

vaccine protection wanes

quickly

Why mRNA vaccines for COVID-19 fail to generate long-lasting plasma cells in the bone marrow is now a crucial question. The answer likely lies in the unique surface structure

of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which features spikes that serve as the primary target for most COVID-19 vaccines

pundSS Paper lll: S&T

Vipin M. Vashishtha

he ideal vaccine offers nearly

complete protection against

infection and mild disease in

just one dose. It is simple to
administer and doesn’t have any adverse
effects. The protective immunity lasts a
lifetime.

Are these expectations too idealistic?

In practical scenarios, no single
vaccine provides such advantages. The
key challenges vaccine developers face
are the vaccines’ durability, the lack of
immune correlates of protection, and the
inability to protect against infection and
transmission. But the greatest challenge
among these three bottlenecks is the
inability of vaccines to confer long-lasting
protection.

Recently, the authors reviewed 34
licensed vaccines for the duration of
protection against different infectious
diseases. Only five offer long-lasting
protection.

Vaccines and lasting protection

The immunity that follows an infection —
natural or vaccine-induced — is mainly
the result of the body generating
antibodies. A specific type of immune cell
known as a plasma cell, which comes
from B-cells in the lymph nodes, secretes
these antibodies.

Not all B-cells and plasma cells are of
the same type. Most of them have a short
life span: they produce antibodies for a
few weeks and die. As a result, the
concentration of antibodies in the body
declines after a few weeks. But in the
lymph nodes, a key lymphatic region, a
germinal centre (GC), undergoes a long
selection and maturation process known
as affinity maturation to produce memory
B-cells. GCs are the engines of antibody
evolution and the mainstay of immune
cells that provide lasting immunity. The
name memory B-cells refers to these cells’
capacity to memorise the antigen’s
characteristics over an extended period of
time. When the antigen or microbe
reenters the body, the memory B-cells
swiftly identify it and start producing
antigen-specific plasma cells. This rapidly
boosts the antibody concentration and
protects the individual against the
disease.

Some plasma cells, known as
long-lasting plasma cells (LLPCs), also
migrate to the bone marrow and survive
for an extended duration, promoting the
production of antibodies in this time. A
vaccine’s ability to confer long-term
protection thus depends on its ability to
induce the production of LLPCs. The goal
of all vaccine developers is for their

A health worker prepares a dose of a Moderna COVID-19 vaccine in Barboursville, in the U.S. SHOLTEN

SINGER/AP

vaccines to generate these cells in the
bone marrow.

But while most vaccines generate
memory B-cells, not all of them turn into
LLPCs. Special signals from the B-cell
receptors are required for this to happen.
Cross-linking between these receptors
(called BCR cross-linking) and the antigen
present in the vaccine triggers the release
of T-cells. Thus the type of antigen in the
vaccine, which is also capable of
triggering cross-linking, dictates the
creation of LLPCs.

New evidence on LLPCs

A new study in Nature Medicine provided
further evidence of the significance of
LLPCs. Researchers studied the presence
of different subsets of antibody-secreting
cells (ASCs): LLPCs and short-lived ASCs
(which include non-LLPCs) in the bone
marrows of 19 healthy volunteers aged
20-65 years, within 2.5-33 months of
receiving a COVID-19 mRNA shot.

They compared this data with the
presence of LLPCs and non-LLPCs
specific to tetanus and influenza.

All19 individuals had received a
quadrivalent influenza vaccine within
1-12 months of the time of each bone
marrow aspirate. All had also received

The immunity that follows an
infection — natural or
vaccine-induced — is mainly the
result of the body generating
antibodies. A specific type of
immune cell known as a plasma
cell, which comes from B-cells in
the lymph nodes, secretes these
antibodies

childhood vaccinations against tetanus,
with recent boosters ranging from

one month to 24 years from the time of
bone marrow aspirates. (Aspirate refers
to a way to extract semi-liquid bone
marrow.)

The results were striking. While the
aspirates demonstrated high and
relatively comparable frequencies of
non-LLPCs specific to the COVID-19,
influenza, and tetanus vaccines, there
were hardly any LLPCs specific to
COVID-19, even as LLPCs specific to
influenza and tetanus were present.

In other words, LLPCs are responsible
for durable immunity. Their absence in
the bone marrow is responsible for the
rapid waning of both vaccine- and
infection-induced protection against

COVID-19. The results were similar for
ASCs secreting different
immunoglobulins (IgG and IgA).

The results echo a previous study of
bone marrow aspirates from 20
unvaccinated people infected with
COVID-19. It revealed they were
“deficient” LLPCs specific to the
SARS-CoV-2 virus compared to LLPCs
produced by a tetanus shot.

Why mRNA vaccines for COVID-19
failed to generate LLPCs in the bone
marrow is now a crucial question. The
answer likely lies in the unique surface
structure of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which
features spikes that serve as the primary
target for most COVID-19 vaccines. The
researchers have expressed the belief
that widely spaced spikes of SARS-CoV-2
(around 20-25 nanometres apart)
prevent BCR crosslinking and the
production of LLPCs.

The most popular COVID-19 vaccines
during the pandemic were mRNA
vaccines. Some other vaccines, including
that against the human papillomavirus,
utilise the virus-like particle (VLP)
platform. Here, the vaccine presents the
virus’s spikes more effectively to the
body’s cells, facilitating better BCR
cross-linking.

Thus, the distance between spike
proteins on the surface of SARS-CoV-2
viral particles may prevent the
production of LLPCs after an infection or
a vaccine dose. This could then explain
why the protection conferred by
COVID-19 vaccines, whose effect is based
on the spike proteins, wanes rapidly.

Some other researchers are quite
sceptical of this explanation and don’t
believe the spacing of spikes has anything
to do with the durability of vaccines,
however.

The way forward

The generation of LLPCs along with
memory B- and T-cells is crucial for the
long-term effectiveness of any vaccine.
Understanding how the release of these
key immune cells can be triggered in
different populations and how their
effects can be modulated in animal
models and humans is essential to
designing better vaccines.

Therefore, the future of vaccines
protecting against challenging or
emerging infectious diseases lies in the
design of new immunogens, their release
mechanisms, and the mechanisms of
action of various adjuvants.

(Puneet Kumar is a clinician, Kumar
Child Clinic, New Delhi. Vipin M.
Vashishtha is director and paediatrician,
Mangla Hospital and Research Center,
Bijnor. kumarchildclinic@gmail.com,
vipinipsita@gmail.com)
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v

The challenges developers
face are vaccines’ durability,
lack of immune correlates of
protection, and inability to
protect against infection and
transmission. But the greatest
challenge is the inability to
confer long-lasting protection
v

Long-lasting plasma cells
migrate to the bone marrow
and survive for an extended
duration, promoting the
production of antibodies. The
goal of all vaccine developers
is for vaccines to generate
these cells in the marrow

v

The future of vaccines
protecting against challenging
or emerging infectious
diseases lies in the design of
new immunogens, their
release mechanisms, and the
mechanisms of action of
various adjuvants

mRNA Vaccines: A Detailed Explanation
e Unlike traditional vaccines, which use weakened or inactivated viruses to trigger
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immunity, mRNA vaccines deliver a synthetic mRNA sequence that instructs cells to
produce a harmless piece of the virus, usually a spike protein, to stimulate the
immune response.

e This technology gained prominence with COVID-19 vaccines like Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna.

mRNA & ufavem iR I1-Farur & e ggayu! wifa &1 ufafAfia #wa 81
TRUR® Ebl B ga |, St HHeR a1 fAfSra IRy &1 39T d §, mRNA
&P TH HHAT mRNA 3d 8, Sl PIRAB1A Y IR BT TP gIRIiST URT
I T BT 521 a1 €, a1 ufaren wfafhar S gt wab |

Historical Background and Development (ECEIGED quﬁr GﬁTﬁm

e The concept of using mRNA for vaccination was proposed as early as the 1990s.

e However, significant technological advances in mRNA stability and delivery systems
were needed before its first successful application in COVID-19 vaccines, which
received emergency use authorization in December 2020 by health authorities like the
U.S. FDA.

1990 & GRH H mRNA HT SUINT SHTHIVN & AT HIA BT AR BT YRaTa fHar 1T
YT| BT, mRNA & fRRaT 3R faazor yonfert & eyl ae-iet wifa &t srazaear
2ft, 3k coVID-19 Pl | BT Uge THA STUANT g3, oY fawar 2020 A skt FDA
ERT ATATABTA ST WIFBIOT YTed g3HT|

Important Data and Facts mﬁ'{uf@ET 3R T2a):

1. Types of mRNA Vaccines (MRNA &Pl & YBHR): MRNA vaccines can be broadly
classified into non-replicating mRNA vaccines and self-amplifying mRNA vaccines.

2. Efficiency (ET'J-I'IT:I'EI"TTI?{H'D: Clinical trials for COVID-19 vaccines demonstrated
effectiveness rates of about 90-95%.

3. Safety (X&lT): Studies have shown that mRNA vaccines do not alter human DNA as
they do not enter the cell nucleus. Common side effects are mild, such as fatigue,
headaches, and soreness at the injection site.

Recent Developments and Updates (8T¢1 & faerT ik 3TST):

e Research continues on mRNA vaccines for various diseases, including influenza, HIV,
and cancer. India is also working on developing indigenous mRNA vaccines, with the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) supporting local research and development
efforts.

e The Serum Institute of India has been working on an mRNA vaccine platform for
COVID-19, aiming to create a more accessible and scalable solution for mMRNA-based
immunizations in India.

o HRd Ifgd fafta Fiwfeal & e mRNA ST WR ™ WY 81 WRdg fafeen
SEYT U (ICMR) RITHIY I 3R faery waral &1 gud= #3 W 8|
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e HRA & URW FIeYe A TH mRNA ARAT Wewd wR &rd forar 8 a1fds mRNA-
3uTRa &l & e v gay ik ATu-a JaTeT e forar o 9@ |

A

This handout photograph released by the Schmidt Ocean Institute shows an eelpout swimming by tubeworms at a depth of 2,500 metres at the Tica Vent, a site on the East
Pacific Rise. Scientists have discovered giant worms on the seabed, suggesting the presence of a larger ecosystem in these hostile environments than initially believed. Arp
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Fizz in the sea

GS Paper lll: Basic Science

Q: What causes
the seas to foam?
A: Sea foam needs
two ingredients:
something to
increase the surface
tension of the
water, like a bubble bath, and
something to froth it up, like water
running into a tub. ~

In the ocean or sea, the bubble L §
bath is usually dissolved organic
material, and strong surface winds
or the breaking of waves on the
beach stir up the water with air to
make bubbles.

The organic material comes from
a number of sources, usually a
concentration of biomass such as
the phytoplankton bloom that
causes a red tide or a fish kill. A
bloom is an increase in the
numbers of some species or
complex of species that then die or
are eaten, releasing organic
material.

The material can also come from
sewer spills and other terrestrial

www.patrioticias.in

runoff. : ,,,. :

In addition, there are a numberof [ "% - D
mechanisms that concentrate the A flock of pelicans flies over a frothy sea. AARON
foam, which is commonly blown up BURDEN
on the beach, for example.

Seafoam is seldom seen in the "

open ocean as most areas do not
support high concentrations of
plankton, though there are spots
where the right conditions for an
organic bloom occur.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’
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What Causes the Seas to Foam?
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Y% # ST &Y a-7dT 8?2

e Sea foam needs two ingredients: something to increase the surface tension of the
water, like a bubble bath, and something to froth it up, like water running into a tub.
T W SN 991 & 1T &1 fioil &) v giedl 8: U Sl UM & qdgl a-1d &l 9¢1 9o,
O 999 1Y, 3R gORI S 39 T b, oY a1ed H FRar gem urt|

e In the ocean or sea, the bubble bath is usually dissolved organic material, and strong
surface winds or the breaking of waves on the beach stir up the water with air to make
bubbles.

Tz H, 999 S1Y 3MHAR W el g8 fae It gl 8, 3ik a9 Jdg! gaT a1 945 dc W
e & ged I U & gar firadt 8 e goage 9 §

e The organic material comes from a number of sources, usually a concentration of
biomass such as the phytoplankton bloom that causes a red tide or a fish kill.

Sifae Il o3 Iidl T ol &, SMTHAR TR SN &1 Yhaul oY & BIgewidhe- sH,
S ¥ T3S I1 USferdl 1 §og &1 HRUI a1 |

e Abloom is an increase in the numbers of some species or complex of species that then
die or are eaten, releasing organic material.

=T &1 314 § o AR yetiferdt an gl & g o1 We 7 gfg, S g 7w St § 9
@rs o1t § Y Sfae anrht Fead 21

e The material can also come from sewer spills and other terrestrial runoff.
g5 At Wi 9819 3R 3= RIS 9819 ¥ ot 3 Il 5|

e In addition, there are a number of mechanisms that concentrate the foam, which is
commonly blown up on the beach, for example.

2P AATAT, T B Yobiad B P g 07 Bld o, Sl AHRR THZ I TR ISTT O & |

e Sea foam is seldom seen in the open ocean as most areas do not support high
concentrations of plankton, though there are spots where the right conditions for an
organic bloom occur.
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A TS T I 9gd B TS a1 S b SAMIeBir & H waeh BT Iod Hhsor Tet

gl 8, BTelier $& RIH T gld § ogl wfaw | & Tt uRfRufaai g g1
A picture of a growing economic divide in India

|GS Paper Ill: Economy]|

n September this year, the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM) released a paper titled, ‘Relative
Economic Performance of Indian States:
1960-61 to 2023-24. 1t presents the share of each
State in the country’s income and the per capita
income compared to the all-India average.

The data tell us the importance of each State in
the country’s economy and the average welfare of
the citizens of each State relative to the all-India
level. The average hides the inequality. For
instance, Maharashtra, which is the highest
contributor to the nation’s economy, has a per
capita income of about 150% of the national
average. But, it consists of Mumbai, which is rich,
and Vidharba, which is known for farmers’
suicides due to poverty. Mumbai’s rich contribute
the largest amount of direct taxes and the city’s
municipality is the richest in the country. But it
has huge slums with uncivilised living conditions.

Regional differentials

The report points to the consistently better
performance of the western and southern regions
of India and the weak performance of the eastern
States. The northern States have done poorly
with the exception of Haryana and Delhi. Overall,
the picture is of a growing divide in the country,
which is not good for a federal and diverse nation
such as India.

This growing gap is leading to the questioning
of federalism. Representatives of the richer States
recently held a conclave in Kerala and argued that
they are not receiving their fair share of resources
from the Centre. They say that they contribute
much more to the national kitty than what the
Centre gives back to them. In the year 2000 also
there was a ‘Conclave of the successful’ to protest
the devolution by the Eleventh Finance
Commission. So, slowly, the spirit of federalism is
weakening.

The report lists liberalisation (1991) as a marker
of when the southern States began to perform
better. But it does not go into the causes. It also
points to the coastal areas doing better, which
includes Odisha in the east. But, could it be that
the poorer performance of some States is linked
to the better performance of some others?

Investment is the most important determinant
of output. The higher the level of investment, the
larger the size of the economy. So, for a more
complete analysis, the level and the rate of
investment in each State needs to be studied. The
better-off States typically have a higher rate of
investment than the poorer States, and,
therefore, perform better.

Investment comes from the public and the

K-

Al

Arun Kumar

a retired professor of
economics,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University and the
author of the book,
‘Indian Economy’s
Greatest Crisis:
Impact of the
Coronavirus and the
Road Ahead’ (2020)

Data from the
paper titled,
‘Relative
Economic
Performance of
Indian States:
1960-61 to
2023-24', show
a growing gap
that is leading
toa
questioning of
federalism

private sectors. The first is based on policy
decisions while the second is determined by
profitability considerations. Government may
invest in a backward area to develop it even if no
profit accrues in the short run. The private sector
will not do so unless the government gives it
concessions such as tax breaks and electricity at
concessional rates.

On its own, private investment goes to
developed areas where a large market ensures
profits. So, urban conglomerates such as
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad are preferred investment destinations.
Haryana which is contiguous with Delhi (with the
highest per capita income) has also benefited.
Kolkata is not preferred for other reasons. Coastal
regions are preferred since they enable cheaper
access to external markets through exports. Also,
cheap imported inputs may be available.

Infrastructure availability and quality of
governance in a State are important determinants
of profits. Richer States are better in both and
attract more investments. Better governance is
also linked to better quality of education and
health. This leads to the availability of more
productive labour. But this is not critical since
there is huge migration from the poorer to the
richer States.

Private investment is 75% of the total
investment. After the launch of the New
Economic Policies (NEP) in 1991, the public
sector’s role as the leading sector shifted to the
markets. Therefore, more investment has been
going to the richer States where profits are
higher. Further, the financial sector which guides
investments became more important after 1991.
The considerable household savings increasingly
got diverted from the poorer States to the richer
ones which offered higher profits. This is
reflected in the low credit-deposit ratio of the
poorer States when compared to the richer
States. This diversion of investment leads to
growing disparity.

Finally, the poorer States have a larger share of
the unorganised sector working at low
productivity and low incomes. Under the NEP,
policy has favoured the organised sector. This has
been aided by the construction of freight
corridors and highways which enables this sector
to penetrate into the hinterland. So, the
organised sector has grown at the expense of the
unorganised sector and fuelled the faster growth
of the richer States.

In brief, the NEP has played a major role in the
growing divide across States since ‘liberalization’,
as the EAC-PM paper points out.

West Bengal and Kerala are special cases. Both

States have had strong Left movements and
labour militancy. So, the private sector has
invested little in these States. The border States of
India have received less public investment for
strategic reasons. It is also because many of them
suffered from insurgency which scared the
private sector.

Opposition-ruled States have accused the
Centre of playing politics with public investment.
The often flaunted slogan of ‘Double Engine ki
Sarkar’ captures this idea. Further, growing
cronyism in India impacts investment decisions
since political signals are important. This spoils
the investment climate by lowering the risk for
the cronies while raising it for others. The result
is a decline in the overall investment rate which
impacts the poorer States more.

The black economy is also proportionately
more in the poorer States. This vitiates the
investment climate due to policy failure and weak
governance and reduces the investment they
receive. Therefore, it reduces their growth
potential.

Threat to federalism

The persisting differentials in the economic
performance of different States are threatening
federalism. Thus, policy needs to reverse this
trend. Even keeping differentials at the present
level is no more an option. This requires a
reversal of the trend of private investment, weak
governance and poor infrastructure in the States
that are lagging.

Both the Centre and the States need to act. The
States need to improve governance and reduce
the levels of corruption in their jurisdiction.
Public expenditures on social sectors need to be
raised substantially. Private investment in the
poorer States cannot be raised by fiat in the
market-driven economy. It requires a change in
the Centre’s strategy of favouring the organised
sector at the expense of the unorganised sector. If
the focus shifts to the unorganised sector, the
incomes of the marginalised would rise and that
would boost demand and production in the
poorer States. As demand rises in these States, it
would attract more private investment.

The organised sector, which is constrained by
shortage of demand, would also benefit. More
concessions from the government are not what
they need since they have enough resources to
increase their investment. These policy changes
will not mean that the richer States would not
grow; only disparities would decline. This would
be development from below which would
strengthen federalism and help preserve the
nation’s unity.

A picture of a growing economic divide in India

* In September 2024, the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
released a paper titled, ‘Relative Economic Performance of Indian States: 1960-61 to 2023-
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24,
fydeR 2024 ¥, wurH= #1 efdfe GaeeR uftug (EAC-PM) 7 ' HIRT Tl &7 ATdE
3nfde ue=: 1960-61 | 2023-24' =five @1 Th TR R} fHaT|

« The report highlights the share of each State in the country’s income and per capita
income in comparison to the all-India average.

gg RUId 2 &1 3 & U e o1 fewigrRT iR ufa safa omy &1 sifed WRdy sigd &
1Y o | g2ic g |

« The data provides insights into each State’s economic importance and the average welfare of
citizens relative to the all-India level.

g ST TS AT & 3P g 3R ANRe! B 3ad dearvl fRUfT &Y 3ifdd URAg TR 3
I ® femarar 1

« Inequality is masked by the average; for instance, Maharashtra (the largest contributor to the
national economy) has a per capita income of about 150% of the national average.

3 Sfichg SEHTT I FUIA §; IATERU b (AT, FERIP RIS SHUHATRIT BT Jod T
FNTaHeb) b1 Ui SafeRT S T 3T BT TTHIT 150% ¢ |

» Mumbai, part of Maharashtra, is wealthy, while Vidarbha is known for farmers’ suicides due
to poverty.

HERTY &1 foT 4os I g, S fagH 31 1idt & SRor feam $1 smegn & e S
I

« Mumbai's wealthy contribute significantly to direct taxes, and its municipality is the richest in
the country; yet, there are huge slums with poor living conditions.

Hog P iR Teas H H Heaqul AN 34 €, IR ! TRUIST 3% B wed IHF ¢ R
1t 78T TR Shia fRyfaal ard 93-98 W ¢ |

Regional Differentials

PEIREUEN

« The report indicates consistently better economic performance in the western and southern
regions, whereas the eastern States have lagged.

fYuié & SraR, ufiredt 3Av gfémft & & TR JgaR enfifer vexf= <an ma 8, Safes ydf I
7% gl

* Northern States generally underperformed, except Haryana and Delhi.

IR HRAR a1 3 JHH TU I WRIE TS fopar, Rarg giamon siv fawit &1
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« A growing divide across regions poses challenges for a federal and diverse nation like India.

&t faurerm & ofs |t ofik fafdy w1y S wRa & forg ot St vt 81
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Federalism and Resource Allocation
Tgarg 3R T 3MTae

* Richer States recently convened in Kerala, expressing that they contribute more to the
national pool than what they receive from the Centre, raising concerns about federal equity.

T & H, 3R I A IR B Yo B1 3R el i 3 g AR & aiftres avre #va & R
3% Fg I firdar g, s Tt IHH=ar R 9ard 334 ||

« This echoes similar grievances from a Conclave of the Successful in 2000, which opposed the
Eleventh Finance Commission’s resource allocation.

g 2000¥ g5 TG AT § ARIPA & I &, FoH TRgdl [ ST & dured simded o1
TRty foma i

Economic Liberalisation and State Performance

e ISRIHT 3T I yeRH

« The report notes that after liberalisation (1991), southern States generally performed better,
though the reasons are not fully explored in the report.

f¥arE & Fer T B f SSRIBRUT (1991) & d1g, SfoR Iyl &1 UeRH 98 38T, Bdife HIRUN R
3 R @ Tl T 31 B

« Coastal areas, including Odisha in the east, tend to perform better, possibly due to trade
advantages.

qcrg &, o gd ® SR, 31 e 9 gid &, YHad: HTIR A1H & HRU|

Investment and Economic Output

fra=r o snfdfe Jaure

« Investment is a key factor in economic output. Wealthier States usually have a higher
investment rate, boosting their economies.

frawr 3ffes SaTe 7 Us UHE R &1 HU Il § IR R S Fraw R g1t 8, g
ITB1 SSTTRT 1 FETaT erd B

* Public sector investment follows policy decisions, whereas private investment is driven by

profitability.
Trdufare &= &1 faraw Aifgnd FAofal ) ARk wxar 8, Sefe it faer arvuedr w eneia

BT gl
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* Private investments often flow to urban conglomerates like Mumbai, Delhi, Chennaj,

www.patrioticias.in

Bengaluru, and Hyderabad, given their large markets and infrastructure.
o FasT S/RR Z98 facer] 975 977qe SN Gavaa o West THg! § vafed gidl 8, 9g! 99
IR 3R g g Suas 81d B

Importance of Governance and Infrastructure

M 3R gl @i &1 aE |

« States with better infrastructure and governance tend to attract more investments, fostering
economic growth.

SeTar firerar 21

« Quality governance correlates with education and health, making the workforce more
productive, though /abour migration from poorer to wealthier States remains significant.

TUTERITYU R 1 Tael FRI&T 3R Tarea § §)d g, ord srfad 31 Ides o+ 8, gTdife
RIS T4l ¥ 3R I H 47 a7 aqul ¢ |

Shift in Investment Trends Post New Economic Policies (NEP)

3 anfde Hfaat (NEP) & a1e fAa<r & vl # 9T
« Private investment constitutes 75% of total investment. Sl fAa=1 Dol 3% &1 75% 3|

« After the launch of New Economic Policies (NEP) in 1991, the leading role of the public
sector shifted to markets, resulting in increased investment in richer States where profits are

higher. 1991 ¥ 715 3fd& fifeaal (NEP) & & 811 & d1g, ATdSI® &F BT UgE YfA®T
IRT & RITFTART 81 741, B SR 31 Mo 37 Tg ol 8 81 381 € el a1 3ifie 2|

« The financial sector became more prominent post-1991, directing household savings from
poorer to richer States with higher profit potential, as seen in lower credit-deposit ratios in

poorer States. 1991 & §T¢ fa<ita &= 3ifUH U@ g1 141, fo RIS Il ¥ 9 Isat o
URaT® el &1 3@ AT BT JUTGTST B 3R AeT, o TR Il § shfse-fuifere srurd
HH g el

 The unorganised sector in poorer States, with lower productivity and income, has been
overshadowed by policies favouring the organised sector under NEP. RIS S | SrEfed
&, il Y ITaardl SR ST TR SMYUTRA B, BT NEP & Sl WIfSd & 1 Urifiidhar & arcil
=fiferdt 3 gafaa o 31

« The growth of freight corridors and highways supports the organised sector, promoting
growth in richer States at the expense of the poorer States. HIE gm‘{wﬁmﬁ 3R IS BT
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Special Cases and Regional Disparities

foiy A ok &g srwTHaTd

» West Bengal and Kerala have seen limited private investment due to strong Left movements

and labour militancy. IF3® TS 3R H¥a & Aogd araudt Srigier 3R 4l sficia & HRUI
EEIREERESIERREE

« Border States have received less public investment for strategic reasons, compounded by

issues like insurgency deterring private sector interest. 1 Il ®1 OIS BRUT S HH
Hrduife = ot g3 g, iR fagie St gawnaht 3 foh & ot 3Ry &l off 51 fpar 71

Political Influence on Investment Decisions

A= fAofay R Teifae gy

» Opposition-led States have alleged that the Centre plays politics with public investment, as

highlighted by the slogan ‘Double Engine ki Sarkar.’ ﬁq&‘ﬁﬁﬂaﬁlﬁme{ 3RIY T § foh
&5 ATdeI-® A & A1y IS H1 8, O 6 $99 B WPR' & AR gRI IANR b1
T

« Cronyism impacts investment, increasing risk for non-crony investors, leading to a decline in
the overall investment rate, affecting poorer States more. ATSIS 3= & guifad et g, o
R-FT6TS ARl & g SIfeH Sgdl &, SR Tay a3 X # fRTae o 5, fored T_ie el )R
3 UG USdT & |

Impact of Black Economy on Investment

BT Y9 BT 9 R yHg

* The black economy is more prevalent in poorer States, harming the investment climate due to
policy failure and weak governance, thereby reducing investment and growth potential. TRid

g1 H BTt 4= 31 g, Sl ifd fAwaar 3R HHWIR M & HRUT A% AR 6l TR HRAT 8,
g e ok fawr emdr & Y 3t 81

Threat to Federalism and Need for Policy Change
HHdTg W WoRT 3R Hifd ggara & sraxgdn

« Economic disparities threaten federalism, necessitating policy changes to reverse trends of
private investment, weak governance, and poor infrastructure in lagging States. 3w
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- State governments must improve governance, reduce corruption, and significantly increase
public expenditures in social sectors. I BRI &I A T R, YFER T HHt, 3R FH1IS
&t & grdeie T & ST A1

« A shift in focus to the unorganised sector could raise marginalized incomes, boost demand

in poorer States, and attract more private investment. SRS &5 WX ST Hisd $34 ° g
IR TS AN & S H g 81 Wbl 3, TRIE ITsal § AT 96 Tobalt o, 3R 31fie i Fawr s
RREI

« Organised sector does not require more government concessions but rather increased
demand; this would enable balanced growth without hindering richer States. ST &5
3ifErs TR Raradl o Sazuesdr T8} 7, 3fesp ggdl AT B 8; 399 THe Iodl D fom e fow
aferd faem Tva 8 g |

These policy changes would support development from below, strengthening federalism and

preserving national unity. 3 Hifq uRad R A faer &1 909 &9, Jaarg &1 Holdd B 3R
RISTY Tehdll bl ST I |

Beautifully vague
Actor Vijay seems to be targeting boththe BJP and the DMK

e Status quo and change were words that marked the speech of veteran Tamil actor Vijay
at the much-awaited inaugural State-level conference of his party, the Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam (TVK) on Sunday.
IR 1 ! Ure] affre T a3t FE (TVK) & SgUdiiend od WRig 3gdie S §

Y affra sfvmar faora & o &1 fRuf iR ufvad= o) wreal = fafgd fama|

e Mr. Vijay, who drew a huge crowd, mostly youth, stuck to the treaded path when it came

to issues like Dravidam, opposition to communalism, two-language formula, caste-based
survey, NEET, women'’s empowerment, and the return of education to the State List.
faor, orgin siftrei=r gatail &1 a1 SFugg S Nd fdhan, A gfasy, Aivgrewdr &1
Ry, fgurdt widen, sfa smenfea Tderor, NEeT, afgen Twrfdas o 3R Rian & =0
Tt & 9109 M S JE IR URURS AR R &9 3|

e For him, “Dravidam” and Tamil nationalism were like two eyes, though he did not
define the terms explicitly.
I fog =fas ok afdre wgarg al sifel &1 g 9, 3Tl 3o 39 Yeal 1 WY
CIRSINIE AL
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e Neither of the two Dravidian majors, DMK and AIADMK, have positioned themselves

www.patrioticias.in

against Tamil nationalism, creating an impression of complementarity between the
terms.

Gl &fds TE UIfédl, DMK 3R AIADMK 3 Affd J1§dTe & RaaTh Te &1 a1 3@ @,
O 31 Xl & o1 Rl &1 THIE S ¢ |

e Invoking DMK founder C.N. Annadurai’s idea of “one community, one god” (Ontre
Kulam Oruvane Devan), Mr. Vijay clarified that his organization is not against believers.
DMK TR HL.TA. 3ATgR & [aR "Te THeM, e WEH" (i< $ad $ieaq ¢ar) &
o1 HRd 8T faorg 3 T favan for S1epT TeH fayRat & faare "8t |

e However, there is no clarity about what he meant by “secular social justice.”
BTy, S0 Pe "UHFRUS ATHINIG =ATd" BT T 37 §, 34 W DIs W¥dl Toi 5

e He referred to “proportional representation” as the concept of proportional
reservation in education and employment, which was practiced in the Madras

Presidency until the early 1950s.
IBi "TAS U@ & e $iR AR & Sguifaes SMRE&fur & =9 & Agfiq fasar,
ST 1950 & GRIP B Y[F3ATA dP ASN Uit J Uaferd o1l

e In 1970, the A.N. Sattanathan Commission concluded that caste-based proportional
quota would be neither administratively feasible nor beneficial for social integration.

1970 ¥, TTH. AT AT A fFepd fAdwran fos s smenfid srgurfae sier 7
UGS &0 J U G 3R 7 &1 ATHIS TPIHRUN & T aHbRI |

e The proposal for a Secretariat branch in Madurai is a modified demand for the city to

serve as a second capital.

AgR o IfIaTag URAT & URATd D1 gt AT & U T R DI Fal H3 Bt U G=MfAd
HiT & U H <@ |

e Mr. Vijay's offer of a share in power contrasts with the Dravidian majors who oppose
coalition governance.

faor &1 T ¥ fR@eR} &1 Uard S UHga gdl & [Jusid §, S Toa XM &1 faRly
A

e He assured that his party would not engage in hate politics or be offensive to
adversaries, indicating a noteworthy stance.

I Sy fean fop It urdt gom #t I 78 St ok ufagfeal & ufa
IS 6T gHfl, Sl U a1 ¥ B

e At a broader level, he positioned himself against BJP and DMK without naming them
explicitly.
J8c TR W, 38 Gg P! deidt 3k DMK & a3, famr 39a1 7 fo|

e The TVK might face challenges as Tamil Nadu's political landscape is traditionally
dominated by a duopoly, with attempts to form a third front usually unsuccessful.
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TVK B ATl BT AT BT U8 Jhell § o ARTerTg Bt eiia § M 9k W
feydadr &1 Uyd 8, S8l R A &) BRI 3HIR TR 3t Q! T
e As he spoke in generalities, there is little to either fully support or oppose the themes he

mentioned.

fdr I5iA TSl § 91 BT, SHAY I §RT Seaiidd fawal o gl g9+ a1 favly
BT o B
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A collective effort towards peace in Myanmar

IGS Paper |I: India-Myanmar-South-East Asia |

he 44th ASEAN Summit
held from October 6 to
11in Vientiane, Laos,
highlighted mounting
regional concerns, especially
Myanmar’s worsening crisis. Since
the military coup in 2021,
Myanmar has been in turmoil, and
despite multiple efforts, including
ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus,
there has been little progress
towards stability. The civil war is
not only ravaging Myanmar, but
also challenging ASEAN’s
credibility as a regional bloc
committed to peace and stability.

The situation in Myanmar
Myanmar remains engulfed in a
brutal civil war between the
military junta and various
resistance groups, including
Ethnic Armed Organisations
(EAOs) and the People’s Defence
Forces (PDFs). The junta, which
forcibly took control after toppling
the democratically elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi,
faces widespread armed
resistance. The resistance groups
now control significant swathes of
territory, including six major
border trade routes. The military’s
efforts to quash the rebellion have
led to violence, displacing
hundreds of thousands and
creating a humanitarian crisis.
More than 18.6 million people,
including 6 million children, are in
need of assistance, according to
the United Nations.

The failure of the junta to
cooperate with international
peace efforts has exacerbated the
conflict. The military continues to
label opposition groups as
terrorists and has shown little
interest in holding genuine
negotiations. In 2021, ASEAN
broke its long-standing
non-interference policy in
response to the coup in Myanmar,
recognising the breach of the
ASEAN Charter regarding the rule
of law and governance. However,
its attempts to implement the 2021
Five-Point Consensus, which calls
for an end to violence, inclusive
dialogue, and humanitarian
assistance, remain largely
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India will need
to adopt a more
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unheeded, revealing the
limitations of regional responses.

Earlier, ASEAN tried to exclude
Myanmar’s military leaders from
high-level summits due to the
country’s non-compliance with
the Five-Point Consensus.
However, this time, after three
years of boycotting the summit,
Myanmar sent Aung Kyaw Moe, a
senior official from Myanmar’s
Foreign Ministry, to Laos. This
highlights ASEAN’s need to keep
dialogue alive and shows a
pragmatic shift in its approach. It
also indicates that the junta is
willing to participate in ASEAN
dialogues and is not entirely
avoiding the bloc’s engagement
efforts.

Some ASEAN members, such as
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the
Philippines, continue to push for
stronger action, while others, such
as Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos,
maintain closer relations with the
military government. The
principle of consensus-based
decision-making complicates
matters, as it necessitates
unanimous agreement, resulting
in diluted and slow responses to
the crisis. Thailand’s recent
proposal to host informal talks
later this year with the Troika
involving Indonesia (previous
chair), Laos (present chair), and
Malaysia (future chair) illustrates
an attempt to break the diplomatic
impasse. However, without the full
involvement of all the
stakeholders in Myanmar,
including the National Unity
Government and the EAOs, such
efforts may not succeed. For
instance, Thailand’s humanitarian
corridor operates only with the
junta’s consent in areas under its
control. To move forward,
engaging non-state actors will be
crucial for ASEAN to craft a more
inclusive and effective dialogue.

India’s Myanmar policy
During the 21st ASEAN-India
Summit and the 19th East Asia
Summit, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi emphasised ASEAN’s
centrality and the Five-Point
Consensus while encouraging
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continued engagement with
Myanmar. India’s approach to
Myanmar is closely tied to its Act
East Policy. Myanmar is a pivotal
land bridge between India and
other ASEAN countries, and its
stability is crucial for India’s
bilateral and regional interests.
India shares a 1,643 km-long
border with Myanmar, so it needs
to balance security concerns
regarding cross-border militancy
and illegal activities by
maintaining relations with
Myanmar’s military regime while
supporting democratic processes
through diplomacy.

India is involved in regional
connectivity projects such as the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project and the
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway to enhance trade and
connectivity. Recently, both
nations signed five Memorandums
of Understanding under the Quick
Impact Projects framework,
focusing on agricultural
development, vocational training,
disaster management, and
education. With India’s $250,000
grant, these projects aim to
enhance Myanmar’s
socio-economic development, but
Myanmar’s political instability will
likely challenge its success.

Concerns over regional stability
and refugee influxes have led India
to discontinue the Free Movement
Regime and fence the border. As
the Central government faces
resistance from various State
governments regarding this move,
India is walking a tightrope.

New Delhi is also considering
broader engagement with various
stakeholders in Myanmar, which
would help it safeguard its
strategic interests, while also
contributing to peace and stability
in Myanmar. The effectiveness of
this strategy will depend on the
evolving undercurrents within
Myanmar and India’s ability to
engage meaningfully with all the
parties involved. ASEAN and India
will need to adopt a more
inclusive and pragmatic approach
towards Myanmar — one that
involves all key stakeholders.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj
Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

A collective effort towards peace in Myanmar
The 44th ASEAN Summit (4497 TR RRET THE)
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e The 44th ASEAN Summit held from October 6 to 11 in Vientiane, Laos, highlighted
mounting regional concerns, especially Myanmar’s worsening crisis.

6 T 11 g} P! fag=Ifaam, arena I SmAford 444 i Rrey aWad - &g
Riarefi, favy ®U ¥ TR & Joe &I IOR fHan|

e Since the military coup in 2021, Myanmar has been in turmoil, and despite multiple
efforts, including ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus, there has been little progress towards
stability.

2021 ¥ 9= q=AIdE & 916§ FAR RIfd 7 €, 3R M & uia g weafa afed
Fs YA & dTacle Rl Bt o= H 9gd & WIfd 65 ¢

The Situation in Myanmar ®IHR o1 Rufa

e Myanmar remains engulfed in a brutal civil war between the military junta and various
resistance groups, including Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) and the People’s
Defence Forces (PDFs).

TR A= =R 3R fafi ufaRiy gl S i STt =Rd W8 (EAOs) 3R fiued
&% B (PDFs) & ota tw ofivor 778 g A RRT gan 3

e The junta, which forcibly took control after toppling the democratically elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi, faces widespread armed resistance.

T A G Y B Aedifad ¥ F Al T8 WPR 3l R & d1e Ta=- ga1 § o5
AT WRPR B! IS IR TeRIY BT AT BT US 8T ¢

e The resistance groups now control significant swathes of territory, including six major
border trade routes.

TfoRIY TE 31« B U@ HHT ATIR AR Ifed Agaqu &= R feE0r 7@d 8|

e The military’s efforts to quash the rebellion have led to violence, displacing hundreds of
thousands and creating a humanitarian crisis.

fagie ! gam & I v 2 fgar & o o 8, fora aral @t fawnfia gu g okt
A e Sad g g

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj
Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

e More than 18.6 million people, including 6 million children, are in need of assistance,

www.patrioticias.in

according to the United Nations.
|G MY & IR, 18.6 fafera= & arftre w1, o 6 faferas a= e €, wgmaan &1
IRIHAT 1 5|

e The failure of the junta to cooperate with international peace efforts has exacerbated
the conflict.

SITRTPYT 1if Tt & A &= IR & SganT 3 oy Bl 3R FeT fam g

ASEAN's Response and the Five-Point Consensus TR @1 ufaferar ok uiw-gHia
LELITH

e In 2021, ASEAN broke its long-standing non-interference policy in response to the
coup in Myanmar, recognizing the breach of the ASEAN Charter regarding the rule of
law and governance.

2021 ¥ WHR ¥ qearude & Sard & AR/ 3 3ot 3rvrad= Hifa &1 dist, 3R &
3R I & &Y T TR AR & I &I WIHR BT

e ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus calls for an end to violence, inclusive dialogue, and
humanitarian assistance, but its implementation remains largely unheeded, revealing
the limitations of regional responses.

TR o1 Y- Hgufd E91 &1 T &, GHaRh YaTe, 3R Ardia Jeraer &1
T T g, AT 3BT fharau- HIH g€ dd YT 8T &, S &g ufafsraraft @
el ) SR Rl |

e ASEAN attempted to exclude Myanmar’s military leaders from high-level summits due
to non-compliance with the Five-Point Consensus.

U G Tgufd & Uiad 9 A & HRUT SIRAH A SE-TRd RReR IWeH! 3§ ’iAR
& =T A1} B IR G BT TN B

Recent Diplomatic Developments T & Ge-ITd® ge-hH

e After three years of boycotting the summit, Myanmar sent Aung Kyaw Moe, a senior
official from the Foreign Ministry, to Laos, signaling ASEAN's need to keep dialogue

alive.
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T I & SiesPR & a1, TAR A faew #aray & e oy SifYer) 3 wima /g &
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e This marks a pragmatic shift in ASEAN's approach and shows that the junta is willing to
participate in ASEAN dialogues.

Tg MRA & =PwIv § Te AagiRe dedrd o §fd ®vdl g 3R fe@rdr g fo =
U MR Tare) § 4T a4 & o R g1

Internal Divisions within ASEAN 3TRME # 3fid® TR'[‘QT:."

e Some members, such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, continue to push for
stronger action, while Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos maintain closer relations with the
military government.

SRR, AARMET 3R Fe iy S $o Yow Aeied HIAE & faw SR ¢ 3R €, Jafd
YIEA'S, HASAT 3R AT I WHR & Y G Tae §1¢ 39 d 5|

e The principle of consensus-based decision-making complicates matters, resulting in
diluted and slow responses to the crisis.

Tt s fAofa a9 & Rigid 3 RIS o1 sifed 941 fear g, o doe IR $awiR
3R it ufafhame I 81 <&t gl

e Thailand proposed to host informal talks with the Troika involving Indonesia, Laos,
and Malaysia, aiming to break the diplomatic impasse.

UTScE A TSR, AT R TARR & 2fie HRd gu AU Tyg & Wy
TR aTdl &1 ASE b1 URdTd IQT 8, ST IExg Feifad Tfariy & drs 3|

e However, without full involvement of all stakeholders in Myanmar, including the
National Unity Government and the EAOs, such efforts may not succeed.

gTeTifch, AP THdT WP 3R EAOs Tled TAR & i fgaure! ot gt wrfle’) &
o1, U Uy 9w et 81 geed |

e Thailand’s humanitarian corridor operates only with the junta’s consent in areas under
its control, making inclusive engagement crucial for effective dialogue.

YTECIS BT AT TRIART Had U= X &1 A T I fHa=01 ara &= & Tenfera
B &, o wudt Sare & fore qemasht Se1d Ayt 8 S § |
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India’s Myanmar Policy
HRA S FHR i
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e During the 21st ASEAN-India Summit and the 19th East Asia Summit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi emphasised ASEAN's centrality and the Five-Point Consensus while
encouraging continued engagement with Myanmar.

219 MR- YR R IWe iR 199 ydf vRmr Rrer I@e & GRE, gt
g A 7 R Yt FHefiaar iR uie-gEH geafa ) §R 3 gU /iER & 9y
FROR T9e 1T @+ &1 3118 foha|

e India’s approach to Myanmar is closely tied to its Act East Policy. Myanmar serves as a
pivotal land bridge between India and other ASEAN countries, and its stability is
crucial for India’s bilateral and regional interests.

AR & ufd 4Rd 31 ifd 3T vae $3e ulferdt T 9y U I I 8| WiHR HRd 3R
3= MR =N & o U Hedqul YA Ua & T § &1 &l § 3R ST fRRar
YRd & fguelia ok &t foai & forg Heayul 8|

e India shares a 1,643 km-long border with Myanmar, which means it must balance
security concerns regarding cross-border militancy and illegal activities by
maintaining relations with Myanmar’s military regime while supporting democratic
processes through diplomacy.

YR RITHR & 1Y 1,643 fraitiiex ddt diam aren a1 g, orad 39 diar R
3Tdeparg 3R 3rdy TfAfARrN & Ty & [Re ferarsit &1 Jgad s9e /AT AT g,
TR S A= AR & 1Y e §1E 790 gU SRS a¥idl O dpdiias afsarsit
&1 T AT I & |

e India is involved in regional connectivity projects such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal

Transit Transport Project and the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway to
enhance trade and connectivity.

YR TR 3R U 1 sgTar o7 o g &t Pfaefadt uRatermai & wifie g, o
e Recently, both nations signed five Memorandums of Understanding under the Quick
Impact Projects framework, focusing on agricultural development, vocational
training, disaster management, and education.
T &1 | 31 32 7 e gHiae Wisiaes thiad & ded piv faerd, smaaiie
wiRr&ror, 3imueT ydeE, SR fRign W S uia aHghar Jro | gwER 5
e With India’s $250,000 grant, these projects aim to enhance Myanmar’s socio-
economic development, though Myanmar’s political instability will likely challenge
their success.

HYRA & $250,000 & & A1, T URATSHIC RITHR & FTHTTS - fawT o
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G &1 AT T 8, AT TIHR Bt ISIfaD SR 370 Tl &I FAKT ¢ Tabelt
gl

e Concerns over regional stability and refugee influxes have led India to discontinue the

www.patrioticias.in

Free Movement Regime and start fencing the border. The Central government is
facing resistance from various State governments regarding this move.
&g fRRar iR IRt @t a1g @t [idrsit & aad YR 7 wi gade ity o v
R a1 § 3R W IR 918 THT T R 331 ¥ 59 FeH R dx PR Bl [ e
BRI HT Ry Fe1 IS @I B

e New Delhi is also considering broader engagement with various stakeholders in
Myanmar, which would help it safeguard its strategic interests, while also contributing
to peace and stability in Myanmar.

T faeel! =IiAR # fafte fRauR®! & |1y STus §ud R f99R R Wl &, S uHIa®
fodl 1 & HA & Iy-TY WiAR F whifa 3R fR=ar # dire <l

e The effectiveness of this strategy will depend on the evolving undercurrents within
Myanmar and India’s ability to engage meaningfully with all the parties involved.

Y IUMHITT Bt GHITRN A FTER & Hav IUIA varg 3R I+ et & I gl Jush
RYTOT B Dt HRA ! efar IR R st

e ASEAN and India will need to adopt a more inclusive and pragmatic approach
towards Myanmar, involving all key stakeholders.

MR 3R YR & ”IHER & Ufd T e qaraRht iv saragiive ef¥eiur oM
DI el g, e Tt ger feaure! & it fasar sy
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Exit polls and missed predictions

Recent election polling discrepancies, particularly in Haryana and Jammu and Kashmir, have raised questions about exit poll reliability; while no model can
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capture elections perfectly, refining polling methods and recognising socio-political influences on voters is essential for accurate forecasting

[GS Paper II: Polity: Exit Poll|

FULL CONTEXT

Sanjay Kumar
Devesh Kumar

s the dust settles on the
Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir elections, doubts have
been raised about the
reliability of exit polls, many of which
failed to predict the election outcomes
accurately. The discrepancy between
predictions and results has cast doubt on
polling models. This recent episode
follows similar polling inaccuracies in
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh over
the past eight months. While it is easy to
lump all polling agencies together, the
approach adopted by CSDS-Lokniti
distinguishes it from others. In this
article, we highlight how our election
surveys differ significantly from typical
exit polls while offering insights into what
may have gone wrong while estimating
vote shares for leading parties in the
electoral race in respective States.

Methodological rigour

Unlike standard exit polls, which rely on
quick post-voting surveys, CSDS-Lokniti
has always adopted a more nuanced
approach. Trained field investigators visit
sampled voter’s homes the day after they
cast their vote, and conduct face-to-face
interviews. This method enhances the
depth and accuracy of responses and is
considerably better than quick surveys
either by telephone or in some cases even
outside the polling station. Second, to
ensure that the sample accurately
represents the electorate, CSDS-Lokniti
adopts a multi-stage random sampling
method.

Constituencies are randomly chosen
using the probability proportional to size
(PPS) method (adjusting the probability of
choosing a particular constituency
according to the size of its electorate).
Then, polling stations within these
constituencies are selected through
systematic random sampling (SRS). The
respondents are further drawn from
updated electoral rolls through the SRS
method, ensuring that a cross-section of
voters is selected mirroring the
demographic diversity of each State.

This rigorous methodology has
ensured a close match between the
demographics of the sample of the survey
and actual demographic trends for major
groups and communities — such as
women, Dalits, Muslims, other minorities,
and urban-rural populations. In fact, the
demographic profile of our sampled
voters in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh is a close match to the actual
profile of the voters in these States.
However, deviations arise, and wherever
they do, weights are applied to different
social groups to align the sample with the
electorate (Table 1). While many exit polls
do not share their methodologies
publicly, CSDS-Lokniti prides itself on
transparency.

Misleading euphoria

There was a common thread among all
three elections — Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Haryana. There was a
shared perception in all three States that a
Congress wave was sweeping through.
This sentiment appeared to envelop the
media and many pollsters, leading to
exaggerated predictions of Congress
victories. While CSDS-Lokniti does project
vote share, we largely refrain from
making seat-by-seat predictions. Our
survey estimates were remarkably close
to actual outcomes, staying well within
the margin of error — at -2.91 percentage
points for Haryana and less than -0.6
percentage points for Madhya Pradesh,

Getting close to the mark

Exit polls in recent elections have faced criticism for their inaccuracies, resulting in their failure to predict the final results correctly. Here is a look at

. 3L VL R R

CSDS-Lokniti’s projections in some recent elections

Census CSDS -Survey CSDS -Survey Deviation Census CSDS - Survey Deviation
Female 49.8 417 -2.1 48.2 49.5 13 46.8 40 -6.8
Muslim 2 2.7 0.7 | 6.6 6.3 -0.3 7 5 -2
Urban 232 249 17 27.6 276 0 349 31 -39
sC 128 132 0.4 | 15.6 16.4 08 202 23 28
ST 306 23 -1.6 211 19.5 -1.6 - - -
Sikh - - 4.9 4 -0.9

Note: All figures in percent. The deviation show how much Lokniti- CSDS survey differ from Census data for respective States.

Table 2: Chhattisgarh Assembly elections
Vote share comparison for Chhattisgarh (2023)

‘ Congress 42 42.23 0.23
BJP [ 38 46.27 827
BSP+GGP 5 3.44 -1.56
Others 15 8.06 -6.94

Note: All figures in %.
Table 3: Madhya Pradesh Assembly elections

Deviation in % points

Vote share comparison for Madhya Pradesh (2023)

Congress 41 40.4 -0.6
BJP 43 4855 | 555
BSP 5 34 -16
Others 12 7.65 l -4.35

Note: All figures in %.

Deviation in % points

Table 4: Haryana Assembly elections

Vote share comparison for Haryana (2024)

-2.91

Congress 42 39.09

BJP 37 39.94 2.94
BSP+ 4 5.96 1.96
AAP | 2 179 -0.21
JJP 3tk 0.9 -0.1
Others 14 12.32 -1.68

Note: All figures in %.

When voters feel overwhelmed
by constant questioning from
different pollsters, they might
disengage, further affecting

and 0.23 percentage points for
Chhattisgarh. The real gap was not in
Congress’s predicted performance but in
underestimating the BJP’s ability to secure
votes (Tables 2, 3, and 4).

BJP’s winning formula

Two important reasons may help explain
how the BJP may have out-maneuvered
expectations. First, the BJP effectively
counter-mobilised voters in response to
perceived anti-incumbency (Madhya
Pradesh and Haryana). Party workers
worked quietly and efficiently in all States
at the grassroots level, bypassing media
narratives and building voter coalitions
away from the limelight. This disciplined
organisation gave the BJP an unexpected
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Deviation in % points

edge. Second, differential voter turnout
may have complicated assessment of vote
shares. For example, in Haryana, where
the Jat vote was expected to favour
Congress, it remained unclear how many
voters from this group actually showed up
at the polls. Similarly, while communities
might express loyalty to certain parties,
their turnout could vary — impacting the
outcomes in constituencies with close
contests.

Are voters lying to pollsters?

Lastly, an interesting, if not compelling,
theory is floating around: voters lie to
pollsters. This assertion seems
far-fetched; if voters were indeed
misleading surveyors, pollsters would not
have so accurately assessed vote share
estimates in other elections, such as the
recent one in Jammu and Kashmir.
However, it seems there are chances of
voters being affected by factors such as
social desirability bias, particularly
among marginalised communities, who
may offer “socially acceptable” answers

during surveys done in public. It also
seems possible that an increasing number
of polling agencies contributes to voter
fatigue, leading to skewed responses.
When voters feel overwhelmed by
constant questioning from different
pollsters, they might disengage, further
affecting responses to the questions
including the vote choice question.

In summary, the divergence between
vote share estimates and actual vote
shares in recent elections indicates the
greater need for caution in election
polling and forecasting. We must not only
refine our methodologies but also remain
aware of the social and political dynamics
that can influence voting behaviour.
Ultimately, elections are complex, and
while models may fall short in predicting
exact outcomes, they remain essential
tools for understanding the pulse of
democracy.

Sanjay Kumar is a Professor at Centre for
the Study of Developing Societies. Devesh
Kumar is a Researcher at Lokniti-CSDS, a
Research programme of CSDS
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v

CSDS-Lokniti employs a
detailed approach involving
face-to-face interviews and
multi-stage random sampling,
ensuring a representative and
accurate demographic match
with actual voter profiles.

v

Various factors, such as social
dynamics, media narratives,
and voter turnout, can
significantly affect how
individuals respond to polls
and ultimately how they vote.

v

Exit polls and forecasts are
often subject to error due to
inherent uncertainties in voter
behavior, making it essential to
interpret results with caution.
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Exit polls and missed predictions

www.patrioticias.in

Recent election polling discrepancies, particularly in Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir, have raised questions about exit poll reliability;
while no model can capture elections perfectly, refining polling
methodsand recognising socio-political influences on voters is

essential for accurate forecasting

« As the dust settles on the Haryana and Jammu and Kashmir elections, doubts have been raised
about the reliability of exit polls, many of which failed to predict the election outcomes
accurately.

BRI 3R 77 iR HIHY g7ra b Aol 3 & §IG, TSI W & [ayz-iad IR Mg STarn T
&, ForH & %% g1a aRkomdl &1 el-9g! gaiga™ To! o Uil |

« The discrepancy between predictions and results has cast doubt on polling models.

qafgArT 3R IRafdes aRom 3R 3 NIRRT Aise W ¥eg UaT o= fear g

» This recent episode follows similar polling inaccuracies in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh
over the past eight months.

Tg giferan e s d 3ms wglAl & SirTg iR 7l U= § g3 JHH TTafaal BT SgER0T &t
gl

« While it is easy to lump all polling agencies together, the approach adopted by CSDS-Lokniti
distinguishes it from others.

gt et Toifrat 1 T 1Y AT M §, Afh CSDS-TPHId gRT 3UATS T3 757039 3
TRt T 31T St gl

Methodological rigour

UG T S 3 Rdr

« Unlike standard exit polls, which rely on quick post-voting surveys, CSDS-Lokniti has always
adopted a more nuanced approach.

T TfeTe Ui, off ald Mive-aifér Tderor iR R g 8 & faudid, csps-ate-ifa gasm
31 et efPapIor ST & |

« Trained field investigators visit sampled voter's homes the day after they cast their vote, and
conduct face-to-face interviews.

URiIfad Wies =AU, AdaH & 3Td &, Tafia aagrarsfi & @R 91d & R |THAT-|THAT
HTETPR HRA 3|
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« This method enhances the depth and accuracy of responses and is considerably better than

www.patrioticias.in

quick surveys either by telephone or in some cases even outside the polling station.

Tg fafd ITRI o1 T8 3R IAHdT DI TETal § 3R SeBIA &b H1eqH I I NHfeRT W & I8
foru U ik Tderon &t gaT & HIh 9gaR |

« Second, to ensure that the sample accurately represents the electorate, CSDS-Lokniti adopts a
multi-stage random sampling method.

IR, T8 YA FA & forg i A wéier wu I FHafae! o1 ufafftia &1 €, ¢sps-
A 95-TRg arefse TAT fafyr st ]1

« Constituencies are randomly chosen using the probability proportional to size (PPS)
method (adjusting the probability of choosing a particular constituency according to the size of
its electorate).

fFrate= &= &1 Iem & STuTfa® FHUIGHT (PPS) TSI &1 SUAN FRe TR ® &0 4 g1
ST 8 (Rafasd! & Tear & SIuR 89 & T B YU Bl AN Hd §U) |

* Then, polling stations within these constituencies are selected through systematic random
sampling (SRS).

R, 39 ot & & iR Hae™ Fsl &1 994 AT ATefRS® TYAT (SRS) & q1e9d 9 fova
iG]

« The respondents are further drawn from updated electoral rolls through the SRS method,
ensuring that a cross-section of voters is selected mirroring the demographic diversity of
each State.

JTRETT3H DY 3 A e Helgral Ft ¥ SRS Ugfa gRT AT S 8, R udies Iy
it fafaudr o c2ia ar Aagrarsit & Hia-QaRH &1 90 R §idr |

« This rigorous methodology has ensured a close match between the demographics of the
sample of the survey and actual demographic trends for major groups and communities.

U HOR UG - FA&I0T & T B TGP 1T WhTsd R THE Tg! 3R e/ & aRdfdd
TTHIRIS T & st U e Ad gRfda faar g1

« In fact, the demographic profile of our sampled voters in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
is a close match to the actual profile of the voters in these States.

IRAd &, e USR 3R BRI H §AR THAT A3 &1 SRS MpTed 37 0l &
arafae qdararsit & MeTsd I Ad Wt 81

« However, deviations arise, and wherever they do, weights are applied to different social
groups to align the sample with the electorate.
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gTdtifas, faaa 3= 81d 8, 3R oiet +ft 1 §, et fafrar armfores wggl ™R uR @ oird § aifes
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« While many exit polls do not share their methodologies publicly, CSDS-Lokniti prides itself on
transparency.

el H% TfoTe Wd 3O Ugfadl & duii-d U I AT 6] Hd §, CSDS-aIdb-Hd Ga PI
TR IR 7d qegH HRa1 8|

Misleading euphoria

YTHD 3T

« There was a common thread among all three elections — Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Haryana.

ST, A WeRT, 3R giamon & i gAmal § te I vgi ot TS |

* There was a shared perception in all three States that a Congress wave was sweeping through.

T T § I8 YR 915 o1 1S ot foh U i W’ I |l Bl

« This sentiment appeared to envelop the media and many pollsters, leading to exaggerated
predictions of Congress victories.

g UTa1 HIfSAT 3R 5 TIawe’l dI ORall g3 WAId g5, oI URUTAas g S 3t oftd &
TR qaia | 3T

« While CSDS-Lokniti does project vote share, we largely refrain from making seat-by-seat
predictions.

gTdife CSDS-TB-ifa die RIAR &1 GaiJAT TN &, Al g0 g8 T W Ale-aR-He
qaf o= s 4 994

« Our survey estimates were remarkably close to actual outcomes, staying well within the

margin of error — at -2.91 percentage points for Haryana and less than -0.6 percentage

points for Madhya Pradesh, and 0.23 percentage points for Chhattisgarh.
TR TA&UT A dRdfde GRUIHE! & HIh! dig o 3R i T & iR & — givamon & forg -
2.91 gfa=rd fig, wen we=r & far -0.6 wfa=ra fig ¥ &0, 3R BT & v 0.23 ufa=ma fig|

« The real gap was not in Congress'’s predicted performance but in underestimating the BJP’s
ability to secure votes.

IRATGD SR BT & G TG H Tl U, Sfew doidt &1 dic giRid = &1 &Hdl B HH
3 H T

BJP’'s Winning Formula (BJP &1 Sita &l qv—\ﬁfl'l)

« Two important reasons may help explain how the BJP may have out-maneuvered
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expectations.
3l TE@yul HRU YA Thd & [ derdt 3 F9 Iufiet ¥ ¢ifde veei faar|

« First, the BJP effectively counter-mobilized voters in response to perceived anti-incumbency

(Madhya Pradesh and Haryana).

gge, Stoidt § 7Y weRT 3R ghearon # w1 faRidht wramer & Raare wagrarett o uurd 1 ¥
grfed foban

« Party workers worked quietly and efficiently in all states at the grassroots level, bypassing
media narratives and building voter coalitions away from the limelight.

ol erfearell & quft Tl S AR WR it O o fova, difsan o gRiaT 9 gr gaw
Hdaldl 9Hg d-u|

« This disciplined organization gave the BJP an unexpected edge.

Y TS d SRV = St} Y TR dgd s |

« Second, differential voter turnout may have complicated assessment of vote shares.

IR, T HAGTAT HAGH - dle UA=Id & SHHa Pl Sfed o1 (a1 8l Al ¢ |

« For example, in Haryana, where the Jat vote was expected to favor Congress, it remained

unclear how many voters from this group actually showed up at the polls.

IR & forg, gRamon & S8l Site die &1 SO & el & W1 S 6T T, 981 39 94 9 fovaq @
aRdd H Ade B 31T, g8 WY 8! Ul

« Similarly, while communities might express loyalty to certain parties, their turnout could vary

— impacting the outcomes in close contests.
T Re, e o=y widat & ufa aweR) O e o Jobd §, Al 30T Ade™ Iad Jobdl &
— R frepe g6 W UHTE TS 9T B

Are Voters Lying to Pollsters? (I Hdqldl BERIEIEE ECEISES 27)

« Lastly, an interesting, if not compelling, theory is floating around: voters lie to pollsters.
3id H, T faera™y, SR SThYe gl o, T8 RIGId ITHA T 36T &: HaaTdl Jaeurbdist 9 36
CIRGE

« This assertion seems far-fetched; if voters were indeed misleading surveyors, pollsters would
not have so accurately assessed vote share estimates in other elections, such as the recent one
in Jammu and Kashmir.

g 1A HTIYT-1T Ul B 8; 3R HQTdl dldhs Ya&uIdhd 3l &1 HRTE &R I§ 8id, al 8T &
S-SR A1 T Fd&uidhd! e Tia=rd &1 SAM Sa-1 Ieiddl ¥ -g! v urd |

» However, it seems there are chances of voters being affected by factors such as social

desirability bias, particularly among marginalized communities, who may offer “socially
acceptable” answers during surveys done in public.

gTdifep, T Ul 8Ya & fob Haarar faRy &9 9 g1l wR fRya gqeal # wrfore werdar
Yafug S8 BRI A THITAd 8 Tbd &, Sl Ardwiies Jaauil & SR “|THIS 70 § Wb
IR S IHd ¢
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« It also seems possible that an increasing number of polling agencies contributes to voter

www.patrioticias.in

fatigue, leading to skewed responses.

Tg +ff YYa ? b e TR @ T # gig & SR AdGIdT YPTH ¢ Sl 8, orgd Il A
TSSS! gl g

« When voters feel overwhelmed by constant questioning from different pollsters, they might
disengage, further affecting responses to the vote choice question.

§ Aderr fafid gdemrediaf gRT TR ISdTa 4 Y Tegd $d €, i d Jaral # 1 @t
Tahd g, oY AdeM Wig & IR UHIAd 81 ¥ehd o |

Summary (IR

« The divergence between vote share estimates and actual vote shares in recent elections
indicates the greater need for caution in election polling and forecasting.

giferan gATat § die wfasra & a3 aRafde dle ufa=ra & SiaR, AT "d&r 3iv
gaigar ¥ 31t Graur @1 gl &) guidr g

« We must not only refine our methodologies but also remain aware of the social and political
dynamics that can influence voting behavior.

B Had O HRYUE B GURA BT Sa=IDHdl To! &, dieth Hae AR HI YHIfad H ardl
TS SR IeHIfa® gggs & Ui off SRes I8+ afeu|

« Ultimately, elections are complex, and while models may fall short in predicting exact
outcomes, they remain essential tools for understanding the pulse of democracy.

3fAd:, g FCd BId &, IR Aisd Wl &1 G&id URUmH! ot Hiawaroht s & fawa g1 9g, 3
Arpad B A6l B YA P (AU 3aIH IYHIU 9 364 ¢ |
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Why India is at risk of becoming a
‘diminishing democracy’

In her new book, Zoya Hasan holds a mirror to rising majoritarianism and what it means for freedom of expression, dissent and equality. Other

writers like Rahul Bhatia, Aakar Patel and Seema Mustafa point at problematic laws which target minorities

|GS Paper: Democracy |

Ziya Us Salam

t is rare that the opening sentences
of a book grip you, leaving you
nodding in silent agreement. Yet
this is what happened when I
_ picked up veteran academic and writer
Zoya Hasan’s new book, Democracy on
Trial: Majoritarianism and Dissent in
India, published by Aakar Books. Its
opening sentences read, “India is a
thriving democracy when it comes to
elections but a diminishing democracy
when it comes to equality and freedoms.
The very idea of a democracy based on
equal rights irrespective of caste, class or
faith has changed under the pressure of
majoritarian politics which gained ground
after the assumption of power by the
Bharatiya Janata Party government in
20147

Hasan’s words took me back to
Sambhal in western Uttar Pradesh where
a large section of the electorate, mostly
Muslims, were subjected to violence when
they came to exercise their franchise in
the 2024 Lok Sabha election. Many voters
showed their bruises to the media and
alleged they were not allowed to cast their
vote because of their religion. The
allegation could not be proven yet the
lingering thought remained: why were
most people with injuries from a single
community? Were they being wilfully
denied their democratic right under an
avalanche of majoritarianism with
compromised institutions?

Failures of Congress
A little later in the book, Hasan provides
the answer, writing, “Majoritarianism

Why India

dominates politics in the current
conjecture.” She then analyses how, even
as we criticise the right-wing government
today, the groundwork for its rise,
incredibly, was laid by the Congress. Back
in the mid-1980s, when the BJP was
gasping for breath after winning two seats
in the 1984 Lok Sabha election, the
Congress’ politics gave the still nascent
BJP the lifeline it needed. It came with the
party’s dubious role in the entire Ayodhya
saga; first the opening of the mosque’s
lock in 1986, then the destruction of the
Babri Masjid in 1992 with Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao at the helm.

As Aakar Patel analysed in Our Hindu
Rashtra (Penguin), “In 1986...the court
ordered the opening of the mosque to
Hindu worshippers with the acquiescence
of the Rajiv Gandhi government.” Three
years later, Rajiv Gandhi allowed the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad to lay the
foundation stone of “a future Ram
temple”.

Hasan doesn’t hold back, writing, “The
party’s ill-advised actions and inactions
ended up creating a space for the Hindu
right to play a more central role in public
life. This undermined its own monopoly
over political power.” Since 1992, the
Congress has not formed the government
at the Centre on its own. In 2014, the
party notched up its worst numbers.

For all its paradoxical attitude towards
minorities, the decline of the Congress
has given a free run to majoritarian
politics with the BJP using every trick in
the book, and many outside the book, to
ride roughshod over democratic norms,
particularly, the pluralist ethos of the
country. For instance, Hasan brings up
the increasing political subjugation of the

media. For long, India had a tradition of
free press, broken only briefly during
Indira Gandhi’s ill-advised Emergency.
Yet, the media houses objected to many
of her manoeuvres, unlike today when, as
Hasan puts it, “Media (is) on government
duty”. It is, of course, partly caused by
the widely prevalent corporate ownership
of media houses, as she points out.

“Indian news media landscape is vast
but this vast landscape is owned by a few
corporate houses. This trend started
when Mukesh Ambani-owned Reliance
Industries entered the media sector
taking over Network 18, and several
television channels, including CNBC TV
18, CNN-IBN and CNN Awaaz as well as
online websites.” Needless to say, most
media house owners have close ties with
the government. It translates to
prime-time anchors working like the
government’s cheerleaders. This works
for the corporate house, and it works for
the government.

Shaheen Bagh and CAA
The passage of laws like the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019, which
introduces religion as a factor in granting
Indian citizenship, and its links to a
National Register of Citizens contradicts
the protections provided to all
communities in the Constitution, like the
right to equality enshrined in Article 14.
Hasan has discussed this constriction of
rights threadbare in another of her recent
works, When People Rise in Protest,
co-authored with Avishek Jha and
published by Three Essays Collective.
Tracing what came to be called the
Shaheen Bagh movement led by the
homemakers of a south-east Delhi colony,

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj
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Hasan contends that “the Shaheen Bagh
protests were largely organised, led, and
sustained by Muslim women who
previously did not have an autonomous
or significant presence in public life.”
Hasan says Shaheen Bagh was a powerful
symbol of civil disobedience in the face of
countless pressures. The government, on
its part, refused to talk to the protesters,
and some of the statements from its top
Ministers targeting minorities did not
help. The Uttar Pradesh government used
disproportionate force. The
disengagement with a section of the
citizenry was complete.

Rahul Bhatia’s new book, The Identity
Project (Westland Books), also does not
hold back on the controversial Act,
stating, “The CAA gave refuge while the
NRC took it away.”

Earlier, in 2020, Seema Mustafa had
edited a volume on the protests in
Shaheen Bagh and the Idea of India
(Speaking Tiger Books) in which Hasan
contributed an essay on ‘Occupying
Streets: Women in the Vanguard of the
Anti-CAA Struggle’

In the Introduction, Mustafa points out
that a group of women, led by elderly
women in their eighties, “came out of
their homes to safeguard their homes.”
They wanted to ensure that their
citizenship was not brought into question,
that their youth remained assured of a
future as equal citizens of India, and that
their menfolk remained safe and secure,
she writes.

Hasan'’s books — like the tomes of
Bhatia, Patel, and Mustafa — hold a mirror
of Indian society and polity. They warn
readers that India is at risk of soon having
a democracy in body but not in spirit.

is at risk of becoming a ‘diminishing

democracy’

In her new book, Zoya Hasan holds a mirror to risingmajoritarianism

and what it means for freedom of expression, dissent and equality.

Other writers like Rahul Bhatia, Aakar Patel and Seema Mustafa point

at problematic laws which target minorities
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e ltis rare that the opening sentences of a book grip you, leaving you nodding in silent

www.patrioticias.in

agreement.
fopt T Y RIS UfdTar 3! 30t 3R Wiad gu A9 TgHafa # RR feam R aois®
PR, TG GAH B

e Yet this is what happened when | picked up veteran academic and writer Zoya Hasan’s
new book, Democracy on Trial: Majoritarianism and Dissent in Indja, published by Aakar
Books.

i +ff, U1 81 79 gof oIe 7 FIgs: fag ok ARapT ST g8 &1 5 fohdle @by o7
T&C: TEIBIHAIG R STeHIT HRT 7 PR o gRI USRI, IoT5 |

e Its opening sentences read, “India is a thriving democracy when it comes to elections

but a diminishing democracy when it comes to equality and freedoms.
! YR dfdqal ugdt €, "HRd gATdl & A H U JUF Al o, AfdT e
3R waerarsil & AHe o Ud gedr gof ddad gl

e The very idea of a democracy based on equal rights irrespective of caste, class, or faith

has changed under the pressure of majoritarian politics which gained ground after the
assumption of power by the Bharatiya Janata Party government in 2014.”

STfd, a7 a1 4 Bt RaTe T o1 U SfRPRT IR ST Aldhda & gd YR,
TEIEID IS & Ga1d H dad 115, o 2014 T YRR ST UTel WRSR & J91 A
3T & §1E ¥ & YT fopa|

e Hasan’'s words took me back to Sambhal in western Uttar Pradesh where a large
section of the electorate, mostly Muslims, were subjected to violence when they came
to exercise their franchise in the 2024 Lok Sabha election.
O & e g Uit SR U™ & WU T T 7T, STE1 2024 F WG gA1d H AdGH
PR Y GRAa Tdagrarsi & e 9 77 | &9 31 75|

e Many voters showed their bruises to the media and alleged they were not allowed to
cast their vote because of their religion.

&g Haardrsl 3 HfEar &1 oA Ae faw@ 3R SRY @R b 3% Sun o & BRI de
STeA g1 o T

e The allegation could not be proven yet the lingering thought remained: why were most
people with injuries from a single community?

Tg 3RIY Rig 7t 81 Tb1, bR ot 7 famR o711 <en: At eifieier Aifee & U € aqer™
& 7

Failures of Congress
SO Bt fawaan
e Alittle later in the book, Hasan provides the answer, writing, “Majoritarianism
dominates politics in the current conjecture.”
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TS B IS} S SR g9 IR <all ©, foraelt €, "aaae wig | I o sgieredie
ST g gl"

e She then analyses how, even as we criticise the right-wing government today, the

www.patrioticias.in

groundwork for its rise, incredibly, was laid by the Congress.
iR a5 fa=avUr ! & fob 4, Fafds 59 31T SfEoTdeft TRER BT SHTel=-1 PR % 7,
TP 35 BT i HIUH GRT I T3 AT

e Back in the mid-1980s, when the BJP was gasping for breath after winning two seats in
the 1984 Lok Sabha election, the Congress’ politics gave the still nascent BJP the
lifeline it needed.

1980 & GRP & A & Td 1984 b AHTUT IATd A gt Hie ofic & a1e diwrdt &1 Fos
BT U TG T, BT B IS A I FHI $1 TGl dierdt bl Sfades sha-aH
faa

e |t came with the party’s dubious role in the entire Ayodhya saga; first the opening of the
mosque’s lock in 1986, then the destruction of the Babri Masjid in 1992 with Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao at the helm.
Ig SraeAT geT ¥ urdf &1 Afer YfHeT & WY ST, g 1986 | Afee &1 arern
@1, Y 1992 # a1a’t #ffrg &1 faedsw, sia g RRweT e g 4 )

e As Aakar Patel analysed in Our Hindu Rashtra (Penguin), “In 1986, the court ordered the
opening of the mosque to Hindu worshippers with the acquiescence of the Rajiv
Gandhi government.”

ST % STPR Ued 3 5477 fo'g v7p (Us) | fa=eiwor fasan, » 1986 ¥, siaraid = Ireia
M WHR $1 Gguld & Y fEg Iurae! & fow 7fkse Wier &1 siew fean

e Three years later, Rajiv Gandhi allowed the Vishwa Hindu Parishad to lay the
foundation stone of “a future Ram temple”.

dIF OTd 9Te, Ieitg i A fay g uug &1 ~ufass & 7w e 3t snurfRmr @
AR

e Hasan doesn't hold back, writing, “The party’s ill-advised actions and inactions ended
up creating a space for the Hindu right to play a more central role in public life.
T ol S, [l &, "UIeT & Sifdadyul w14t SR FAfswaar A g afamordfat #1
I e B T i ot YHDT FUM & fog ®iH &7 féa

e This undermined its own monopoly over political power.” Since 1992, the Congress

has not formed the government at the Centre on its own.

S 3T ST Mfad W U THIRISR HHIR R (311 1992 & §1G ¥, HIUT A
&5 H b PR g1 518 6|

e In 2014, the party notched up its worst numbers.
2014 H Uréf 3 307 A WIS 3PS oo [hU|

e For all its paradoxical attitude towards minorities, the decline of the Congress has
given a free run to majoritarian politics with the BJP using every trick in the book, and
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many outside the book, to ride roughshod over democratic norms, particularly, the
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pluralist ethos of the country.
TP & Ufcl 370 faRIUTUR TP HI0T & d1as[e, FIUT & U A TgHSID
SIS B gad @R o B, o) foidt 3 dieaie Ards) & o & e s
H 3R ISP FTex BX Jfad BT IANT fova, faRI &0 ¥ < &1 ggaardt Wia=|

e For instance, Hasan brings up the increasing political subjugation of the media.
IRV & T, 59 WfSar & Ieifae srfi=ar &1 9ma Al 6

e For long, India had a tradition of free press, broken only briefly during Indira Gandhi's
ill-advised Emergency.
e THY e, WRd H Fad= U 1 UORT @1 o, St et $feRT Tieht & rera smurdeTa &
R IS TFT & forg gt ot

e Yet, the media houses objected to many of her maneuvers, unlike today when, as
Hasan puts it, “Media (is) on government duty”.
R oft, WS 8189 A 37 T3 Uggsi W MU JIaTs, Said 3T, ST fb 89 dadl g,
HfSa WP g W1

e ltis, of course, partly caused by the widely prevalent corporate ownership of media
houses, as she points out.

I8 fAfd *u J Hifsar gradl & TIPS HIYRC Wi P HRUI g, W4T [P 98 FaTdl o

Indian News Media Landscape

YR AR difsar uRey

e Indian news media landscape is vast, but this vast landscape is owned by a few
corporate houses.

R THER wfgar ey favma 8, afe 51 fawne uftewa &1 wmiftren $© sruke
W & U B

e This trend started when Mukesh Ambani-owned Reliance Industries entered the
media sector, taking over Network 18 and several television channels, including CNBC
TV18, CNN-IBN, and CNN Awaaz as well as online websites.
U8 g a8 T 85 ofd b Sar S Wi arent Remdw sewdier 3 wifear & &
Ta fama 3iR Aead 18 3R Fs callfdor 9-al oy deaaTt A4t 18, Heaua-
STSATTA 3R WA SATATH & TY-1Y AT Jarse! 1 g fawa|

e Needless to say, most media house owners have close ties with the government.
Ig He1 ATIRAS g ¢ [ Mferesier Hifean g139 Arfeie! & WRPR | °f-g "ay g

e |t translates to prime-time anchors working like the government’s cheerleaders.
T 31 g B {5 UTSH-2T8H U AR & JHAP & 0 § Hrf o4 B

e This works for the corporate house, and it works for the government.

g PIURE TR 3R TWPR SH! & o1T AHSRI Sl g1

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj
Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

Shaheen Bagh and CAA

I 91T 3R Hiww

e The passage of laws like the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 introduces religion

www.patrioticias.in

as a factor in granting Indian citizenship, contradicting the protections in the
Constitution, like the right to equality in Article 14.

AT (FRNY) ST, 2019 SR ST BT UIRG 9T YRR ARTR®Ar ¢4 & o
P TP BRP & U H U FH1 &, off WAL H foU 7T WRefur, o 3rgsde 14 T G
¥ ARPR F Auda B

e Hasan has discussed this constriction of rights threadbare in another of her works,
When People Rise in Protest, co-authored with Avishek Jha and published by Three
Essays Collective.
B 7 3 U 3R s @+ Nud g 39 Meve ¥ SifieRl & 39 Jga- W fawr
J T B g, R I aifase o1 & Ty fireie forar § @R oft ol @aifaed grT
TRIIRI foar T B |

e Tracing what came to be called the Shaheen Bagh movement led by homemakers of a
south-east Delhi colony, Hasan contends that "the Shaheen Bagh protests were largely
organised, led, and sustained by Muslim women who previously did not have an
autonomous or significant presence in public life."

T B b g 15, o 91 H MG I HGIe Bl T, Ig ar-gd! feeedt drart oI
TRl GRT TaTferd U7l I Hel o "R a1 & UeRF T ¥4 § gfeaw afgarsi
RTINS d, A 3R HTH @ 7T, fSe! Ardeif=ie Siia 8§ Uga &1s Wds a1 Hgcdyqu
SufRyfa gt &t

e Hasan says Shaheen Bagh was a powerful symbol of civil disobedience in the face of

countless pressures.
B9 HEdl & b RS aNT 3] Galdl & T ARTNG (G BT T TG Ydild
YTl

e The government, on its part, refused to talk to the protesters, and statements from its
top ministers targeting minorities did not help.

WHR 7 ST 3R ¥ YRS & Tadid B d FTBR B 1631, 3R 39D e
TR & SeTReT®! B Afeid B aTd 99 3 Aag ol |

e The Uttar Pradesh government used disproportionate force.
IR USRI WRBR A UTdeI aa &1 i b

e The disengagement with a section of the citizenry was complete.

ARl o T avl & A1 SEE G ok A 51 71|

Rahul Bhatia’s Book on CAA
Mgd HIfeaT B Txa® AT W
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e Rahul Bhatia's new book, The Identity Project (Westland Books), states, “The CAA gave
refuge while the NRC took it away.”

Mg HIfea Bt 18 A, € Mg fed] Muiae [@ecs o), § $el a1 7, "diuy 3 IRor &,
Safh THIRE! A 4 814 fern|”

Seema Mustafa’s Book on Shaheen Bagh

HHT w1 F1 (WP e IR W)

e In 2020, Seema Mustafa edited a volume on Shaheen Bagh and the Idea of India
(Speaking Tiger Books), in which Hasan contributed an essay on ‘Occupying Streets:
Women in the Vanguard of the Anti-CAA Struggle.’

2020 ¥, AT g1 7 WEH T 3R YR F IR @ i T R g ) W U6 s
urfed &1, ford &9 7 *Sitagurs T Wiew: tel-due Tud § afgamst @1 sroft
YRS W & Fey aireM fea|

e In the Introduction, Mustafa points out that a group of women, led by elderly women
in their eighties, “came out of their homes to safeguard their homes.”

AT 8, G&IBT 9dTd ¢ [0 SATSd] G=1P Dt goll Afgarsii & qd & afgarsi & b
THE A 30 =R I 4 o forg 3o oRI | a1eR febet 3|

Reflection of Indian Society and Polity

YR THTS 3R IS 31 yfafaa

e Hasan's books — like the tomes of Bhatia, Patel, and Mustafa — hold a mirror of

Indian society and polity.

T B I — O for HIfeT, U e SR YXAwT &t Jdd — HRGH T 3R
IS BT TP gUuT TR St | |

e They warn readers that India is at risk of soon having a democracy in body but not in

spirit.
3 T3] &l AdTa-t &l @ 6 HRd 2y &) TR A Aipdx afer e # 78 3@ & TR
7eI
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Despite a slow start,
States’ capex likely to
rise further this yvear

Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Karnataka and Maharashtra are expected to have
adequate fiscal space to meet their budgeted capex goals for 2024-25
|GS Paper lll: Economy]|

Vikas Dhowot
NEW DELHI

www.patrioticias.in

Multiplier effects

Despite a slow start on public capex this year, 18 major States

apital expenditure

by States, a

driver of India’s
economic growth in recent
times, may have started on
the backfoot in 2024-25
with the general elections
taking up the first quarter,
and States” capex dropping
7% from last vear by Au-
gust, but those spends may
pick up steam in the com-
ing months, rating agen-
cies reckon.

This positive prognosis
is significant as the Finance
Ministry in a review of the
economy late September
had identified lower capex
spends by States as one of
the ‘incipient signs of
strains in certain sectors”®,
along with other cooling
signals for the economy
like the drop in passenger
wehicle sales in the first few
months of the year.

In a report on Tuesday,
Crisil Ratings said it ex-
pects the capex outlays of
India’s top 18 States that ac-
count for about 94% of the
capital spending done by
State governments, to rise
in the range of 7% to 9%
and hit ¥7.2 lakh crore,
compared with ¥I6.7 lakh
crore in 2023-24.

Rating firm ICRA also re-
cently said it expects the
combined capital spending
of 13 major States to rise
13% to ¥6.5 lakh crore this
wear, though that would be
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are expected to clock T%-9% growth in capital spends with an

outlay of ¥7.2 lakh crore, as per Crisil Ratings

2.0

1.8
2017-18

Capital outlay as a % of GSDP
1

2021-x2

2024-25*

States include: Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karmataka, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Odisha, Punjab, Bihar,

Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Jharkhand and Goa

" Projection

Source: State budgets, the Comptraller and Auditor General of India & CRISIL Ratings

slightly lower than these
States” 7.2 lakh crore Bud-
get estimate for capex.
ICRA economists attri-
buted this to a dull start to
capex in the initial months
of 2024-25 and an antici-
pated wundershooting in
States’ revenues. However,
of the 13 States they ana-
lysed, ICRA expects Guja-
rat, Karmataka, Maharash-
ira and Tamil Nadu to hawve
enough fiscal space to
meet their budgeted capex
plans, said the firm’s chief
economist Aditi Nayar.
CRISIL Ratings senior di-
rector Anuj Sethi expects a
7-9% growth in capital out-
lays, which translates to
States achieving about
90% of their budgeted tar-
get this fiscal. “Though si-
milar to last fiscal, it will be
higher than the lewvels of
82%-84% achieved bet-

ween FY2018 and FY2023,"
he pointed out.

Mr. Sethi said their ex-
pectations of a pickup in
the capital outlays for the
remainder of this fiscal,
were also backed by the
evidence “from a step-up
in States’ borrowings,
which have already surged
about 26% year-on-year in
the second quarter [July to
September] after a 15%
vear-on-year decline in the
first quarter™.

These 18 States’ capital
outlay as a share of their
gross state domestic pro-
duct (GSDP) is projected at
2.4% this year, the same as
2023-24 when their capex
grew 27%. Growth will vary
across Stares, and a slow-
down in economic activity
or higher revenue spend-
ing would impact these es-
timartes, Crisil underlined.
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Despite a slow start, States’ capex likely to rise further

www.patrioticias.in

this year

it I 3a & ravie, STl BT U 59 TY 3R T
Bt HUTGAT

Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Karnataka and Maharashtra are expected to have
adequate fiscal space to meet their budgeted capex goals for 2024-25.

afieTg, TORTd, $AlcD R HERTY & URT 2024-25 & o 307 Ieics
PURT A&l P T B & o yaie fasdta e g1 91 Sufie g1

- State-level capital expenditure, a key driver of India's economic growth, experienced a 7%
drop by August 2024 compared to the previous year, impacted by the general elections in the
first quarter.

YRA Dt AP i &1 UgE Jaaed Iod WRIT YSivTd 9, 3R 2024 a6 fUad a9 of o
T 7% U< 7T, Ugd faTe! & AT g1 & HRUI|

« Rating agencies anticipate that these expenditures may pick up in the coming months,
signaling a positive trend.

¥ el &) Sefie B fh 3 T o a1d HElHl A 9 Ihd €, Sl YHRIAD S0 &I Jdbd 5|

« The Finance Ministry noted the slowdown in state capex as a warning sign for the economy,
along with reduced vehicle sales.

o vimer 3 g USiTd o § ST B STiiedr o fore T ddia fog o ® U H fafgd foe,
qre fawt # fiRmae & Ty

« According to a report by Crisil Ratings on Tuesday, capital expenditure of the top 18 states is
expected to increase 7% to 9%, reaching around ¥7.2 lakh crore from ¥6.7 lakh crore in 2023-
24.

HiTeraR B forfia ¥ &1 ue Ruid & SrgurR, =M 18 I=af &1 IoivTd 09 7% | 9% a@
TEH TTHI 7.2 TG RIS dd Ugd- &1 SWIG ©, Sl 2023-24 T 6.7 ATE HRIS U

« ICRA Ratings also projected a 13% rise in capex for 13 major states, estimating ¥6.5 lakh
crore this year, slightly below the budgeted ¥7.2 lakh crore.
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ICRA w7 3 1Y 13 Ui T4t & forT ey H 13% Bt gieg &1 SIgH avma, 7 39 Y 26.5
ARG PR ¢, SN qoic | STHTH 7.2 T1E RIS 3§ ST HA B |
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« The initial months of 2024-25 witnessed sluggish capex spending, influenced by anticipated
revenue shortfalls.

2024-25 & ST HeHl & HUaq T T 38T, oI HRUT IoRa | Srafara &t g o <8t
gl

« Of the 13 states, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu are projected to have
sufficient fiscal space to meet their capex plans, as per ICRA chief economist Aditi Nayar.

13 T4} § 9, ORI, $fed, HERIY 3R afierg & waie oy R B @ 3ufia §
{5 3 3o FURT oSN B R B, ST f ICRA B wHRa Srf=rmet sifgfer AR 3 samn

« CRISIL’s Anuj Sethi anticipates a 7-9% growth in capital outlays, projecting that states may
achieve around 90% of their budgeted target for this fiscal.

CRISIL & 37T 431 7 HfUed smr3ca # 7-9% o1 gig o1 ufasgarh &t 3, R Tsal gr1 39
foxfia av & 30U SoTc A& BT TIHT 90% BT B Bl GHIGT g |

« States’ borrowings surged 26% year-on-year in the second quarter (July to September)
following a 15% decline in the first quarter, indicating likely increases in capex.

M| BT YR JTATHT TR TR 26% d¢ AT G| faHT! (Jars § Rder) &, S ugel! fomer d
15% @1 B & 91¢ TGN} BT Tobd ol |

« The 18 states’ capital outlay as a proportion of their GSDP is projected at 2.4% this year, the
same as in 2023-24 when their capex grew 27%.

18 X541 HT USHTd W 31 TP d Iod U STG & 3J0Td & 39 Y 2.4% B &1 30 g,
S 2023-24 & THM § O 35 b | 27% Pt 3fS g3 A

« CRISIL emphasized that growth will vary across states, with economic slowdowns or
increased revenue spending potentially impacting estimates.

forfrer 7 SR T o i <ot & 1w geh, anfifes Wl ar 9¢ gu Woa @d Juifdd = 3
STHT! DI gUIFAd FR Thd § |
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Jio Payment
can be online
payment
aggregator: RBI

GS Paper llI: Basic
Economics: Payment
Aggregator

India’s Jio Payment Solu-
tions, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of billionaire Mu-
kesh Ambani-led Reliance
Group firm Jio Financial
Services, has received the
central bank’s approval to
operate as an online pay-
ment aggregator, Jio Finan-
cial said on Tuesday.

A payment aggregator is
a third-party service pro-
vider that enables custom-
ers to make and businesses
to accept payments online.
Payment aggregators ena-
ble clients to accept pay-
ment methods such as de-
bit and credit cards.
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Jio Payment Solutions Receives RBI
Approval as Online Payment Aggregator

forat dde A= &1 S dde
TIRIeR & U § RIS ot Hopl firent

« India’s Jio Payment Solutions, a wholly owned subsidiary of
billionaire Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Group firm Jio Financial
Services, has received the central bank’s approval to operate as an
online payment aggregator, Jio Financial said on Tuesday.

YR &1 foray Utie ATeqRi™, St SRl b= ST & g arelt
frami Ju & forat weARma afdds o1 quf Wit ard Jgre
HU 8, P HITAAR B! HE1g 9 J 3iTarsd tHe TR & wu d
HTH B B To! a8 8, or wrgARkmd 3 e

+ A payment aggregator is a third-party service provider that enables
customers to make and businesses to accept payments online.

e Tie T FI R Uel &1 JaT Yerdr & S e d! $1 SHiTars
YA B 3R AN D1 YIar WIPR B | G&H §1dT g |

« Payment aggregators enable clients to accept payment methods such as debit and credit

cards.

UHic TR UTes! &1 Sfie 3R »ide &1 o YiTa & aiie! o WeR B34 3 Jfaur ueH

Hd B

Venture Capital Investments
Definition and Concept

e Venture Capital (VC) is a type of private equity financing that investors provide to
startups and small businesses believed to have long-term growth potential.
e Venture capital funds are typically established as limited partnerships (LPs), where
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Key

partners pool capital to invest in promising, high-growth companies.
VC funding is often crucial for the growth of startups in technology, e-commerce, and
biotechnology sectors.

faga w0 ° IR Hfded (ve) T TR o1 Folt sfret faauiom g S ozl gR1 3=

T 3R BIC G P &l Sl § o Srelep1feres faeT &bt amaT gl o

IR FHfed e Tmrgaar W urfieRt (LP) & Fu & Rfd 814 §, el 9reier

JUTfad, S=a-faem Sufat & fa=r a3 & fore gt &1 Ued vd & |

gﬁ?%ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁé—&ﬁﬂﬁ@?@ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁ@é@%ﬁﬂ%ﬁmw
|

Data and Facts

Global Venture Capital has been experiencing fluctuations; 2022 saw a dip in global
VC funding, partly due to rising mfIatlon and interest rates.

Y& deR Ffea o IaR-dgIa <1 T §; 2022 F afye v faadive & fiRmae o, i
3 U I Fgd GERwIT 3R Tel &3 & SR A

India’s Startup Ecosystem: India is one of the largest startup ecosystems globally,
attracting $24.1 billion in venture capital in 2022.

HRA BT FLEIHT THIRRCH: HRA [3Y TR W Jed §¢ TICHY IHIRRCHA H I T
o 2022 # $24.1 fafera &1 IR Hfted saita fovar|

Sectoral Investment: In 2022, around 62% of VC funding in India was directed
towards technology and financial services sectors.

i:ﬁ%ﬁﬁm: 2022 H HRd H AHT 62% VC g Wit iR fa=ia Aarei & &= A
|

Recent Updates
1.

Regulatory Support: The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has been
promoting regulatory frameworks to boost VC investments. Recent measures include
simplifying regulations for Alternative Investment Funds (AlFs) to promote innovation.

Frame guds: uRda ufayfa i fafaaa 918 (seBI) A ve Haw &1 sgar <A & fo
e e &) gerar fear 31 giferar Surll # 9aeR &) §¢1dT 34 & forg defees fHawr
DIV (AlFs) & fore FaHl &) IRd s=1+1 M B

UP’s Startup Incentive Policy 2020: The Uttar Pradesh Startup Policy provides VC
funding avenues for early-stage startups with a focus on IT and agri-tech.

gut Bt TTE3MT WeATe -ifd 2020: IR WM TN e JFSMTH IR0T & TICHH
&1 VC fIaiv & fiT SR UgH &l 8, faRiweR smect ofk w3 R & Hfsa
P gU

2024 Budget Provisions: The Union Budget for 2024-25 has allocated funds to
enhance the digital startup ecosystem in India, with VC funds encouraged to invest in
smaller cities.

2024 P1 FoIc YTTYT: 2024-25 F FE goic H YR H fSioied wrdsm sailRed o!
IaTal 3 & g e Sidfed foran mar 8, o 1 we’t # ve e &I f9w 1 & fom
Wefed forar mar 21
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Importance of VC Funding in India

1. Employment Creation: By supporting startups, venture capital investments contribute
significantly to employment opportunities.

ISR GoI: WIS BT THIT B, dok hied FHa=T ISR & 3aeR] § Agayuf
AN &d &

2. Innovation and Technology: Venture capital encourages innovation by investing in
cutting-edge technology and research-oriented companies.
TATER 3R W} 9k Siicd 39d ddb-id SR SAUH-399 Hudl § FHa=r
PP IR Pl NeIed BT 5 |

3. Boosting Economic Growth: Startups and small businesses funded by venture capital
often contribute to economic growth, particularly in tech-driven sectors.

e faPpTd ®1 TeTar T 3R Hitcd gRT FAITNT Wit 3R DI AITT HRR
Th-1p-Ufka &= 7 3fffer e & dteH &7 B

"Deep State”

e The concept of the "Deep State" generally refers to a body within the government
bureaucracy, intelligence community, military, or other branches of the state that
allegedly operates independently of elected officials or government control, often with
the purpose of influencing or resisting policies that deviate from its interests or
objectives.

1. Basic Information and Origin

e The concept of the "Deep State" has origins in political discourse and is often used to
describe an alleged shadowy influence within government institutions.

e First popularized in Turkey in the mid-20th century, the term has been associated with
groups within the military, security services, and other state sectors perceived to
control government decisions.

e Inrecent years, it became a part of mainstream political discourse in the U.S.,
particularly during the administration of President Donald Trump.

Hindi Translation: "SI0 R¢" &1 fauR WHR GRIM & HiaR T T yH1g &1 9ol A &
forg oo Wearact H I g3 31 2041 TSl & A H IaY Ugd ! # U8 faaR st
BT, S I, R&M Jarsil 3R I & 37 &1 & iR 37 I9g! A &1 8, o8 WPR & haall
P R B arelt AT ST B

2. Key Concepts and Functions
e The "Deep State" is often associated with unelected officials in intelligence agencies
(e.g., CIA, FBI), the military, and other bureaucratic sectors that purportedly retain
influence over national policy decisions.
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e The concept suggests that certain state actors resist political changes or reform efforts
that may threaten established agendas, working autonomously from elected
leadership.

Hindi Translation: "SIJ ¥c" WW‘JWWQ@W o for TIMST, THetTS), I,
3R 3 TS & & srafatfad sifieieal § g 8, fore SR # A1 9T § b d wg
<fifer Frofal R g TEd &) 98 R g8 geia & i $@ s i IeHifae saaral a1
YR AT &1 a1y v § off R ToleT ! Wk H ST ¥ehd g |

3. Data, Facts, and Examples
e Post-2016 U.S. Elections: The term gained traction in the U.S. after the 2016
Presidential election, where President Trump alleged that certain bureaucrats and
intelligence personnel were undermining his administration's agenda.
e 2020 Election and COVID-19 Pandemic: The concept of the "Deep State" was cited
as being influential in various political narratives related to election integrity and the
handling of the COVID-19 crisis, further polarizing political discourse.

Hindi Translation: 2016 & AR TGl & dTe; 2016$WW$W%WW
H vafrd gofT, STet T R AT S $B AIHRRNE SR G HH 3 U= &
Toie B HHSR B 6 A1 2020 BT FATT 3R COVID-19 HETHRY: TG &I JadTs 3R COVID-
19 ¥ehe o Yay J Hafd Il HU13 & g ¥ Dl YuId a1 741, fSad IeHifas
fau=t 3R gaiigpd gl

4. Recent Developments and Updates
e Trump'’s 2024 Campaign: During his 2024 presidential campaign, Trump has
frequently spoken about his intention to dismantle the "Deep State,” promising his
supporters a "return of power to the people.”
e Impact on Policies: Proposals to reduce government agencies' power or overhaul the
structure of intelligence agencies have been linked to the idea of countering "Deep
State" influence.

Hindi Translation: ¥ &I 2024 ST 3@2024%@% SR & SR, E\Tq%f ST

"3 W B FHIK PR & 3T IRIG & IR H 91 DI g, 30 9! ¥ "o-d1 &I Afed arg”

3 &1 aral fan g | faal W guTa: RHRT TR &1 Ufdd & HH B 1 Gfthar TRl oI
TR B GHITSd B o TG "SI K" & UG BT JHIA H & [aR I s gL |

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

e The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is a major trade deal involving
three North American nations—the United States, Canada, and Mexico.
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e Enacted on January 1, 1994, it aimed to eliminate trade barriers and increase
economic integration between these countries.

e NAFTA was a significant milestone in international trade, promoting the free flow of
goods, services, and investments across borders.

o I ARG Gl ATIR THIIAT (NAFTA) U TG IR AT § fored <=
ITRI SRS AP—HYS o4 SARDT, HATST 3R AfFad! A 5

o 34 19aE), 1994 B! N fHaT 7T UT 3R 3BT I 37 3 & o9 AIRSD
T3 B WH HAT 3R 31ffes THIHur B dgrar &7 U7

o NAFTA 3ARISIY SHUR H Teb HEIYU! Hiel T TR T, S HHATSH b UR g,
Jarait 3R A% & Yod TaTE B! ITdT aT 2|

Key Objectives of NAFTA

1. Reduction of Tariffs: NAFTA aimed to reduce or eliminate tariffs on most goods
traded between the three nations, promoting cost-effective trade and expanding the
market reach for industries.

YD1 B BHHT: NAFTA BT 3= A ¢RI & s TR BT T SIRIHTRT a¥dl IR e Bi
HH I JHTT AT T, FORE TR YT TR 1 FraT fHdar 3R I & forw SR
&1 Ugd gl |

2. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): NAFTA included provisions for IPR to protect
innovations and creative works, ensuring legal security for intellectual property
among member nations.
difg® HUeT JfUBR (IPR): NAFTA H IPR & TG NS A difds FamEIRT SR TS
BT DT &M B o1 Gob, For Jaxg <= & o g AueT & o ST GReam g
gl g1

3. Environmental and Labor Standards: One of NAFTA's distinctive features was its
commitment to environmental and labor protections, addressing concerns around
fair labor practices and sustainable environmental policies.

TaiaRuiiy 3R YW HIFE: NAFTA &t Ue [AR9dT S9! yafaur 3R o JRem & ufd
Ufaearear off, S Ifad o warsit SR wirh vafarvity fifadt @ IS gET o1 TH1e Hcdt
ot

4. Investment Protections: NAFTA facilitated cross-border investments by ensuring
that businesses could operate freely and fairly in member countries without the fear of
nationalization or unfair treatment.

a1 FRa&m: NAFTA 3 Hareil & UR a1 ! glausme s, Sy sgaam) o
How oI # Wi 9 Fwg alids 3 S a3 &1 gfae firefl, Igtae<or a1 e
IR b S &b fa |

Historical Context and Transition to USMCA

e Over time, NAFTA faced criticism regarding its impact on labor, the environment, and
economic inequality.

e Consequently, it was replaced by the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA) on July 1, 2020.
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e USMCA introduced stricter labor and environmental standards and addressed
issues around digital trade and intellectual property.

TG & 1Y, NAFTA B 9H, TTaR0T 3R T SRAamdr R $9% JHE & aR &
ST BT FEAT BT TS| dtora-, 39 HYad g SR PT-Af RIS -H18T
JHNGT (USMCA) §RT 1 JdTS, 2020 H! §&df 39T TaT1 USMCA 3 &8 49 3R
Taferd fama|

Recent Developments and Data

e NAFTA's Economic Impact: According to the U.S. International Trade Commission
(ITC), NAFTA was responsible for increased cross-border trade, with U.S. exports to
Mexico and Canada increasing significantly since 1994.

e USMCA Provisions: USMCA includes new rules for the automotive industry, requiring
75% of a vehicle's parts to be made in North America to qualify for zero tariffs.

e Labor Reforms: USMCA also mandates better labor rights and fair wages,
especially in Mexico, which could impact production costs and labor
conditions.

o NAFTA &1 3TRI® YUTE: G, 0H. SeARAd ¢8 HUIRM (ITC) &
SIUR, NAFTA 7 FHUR TR & gi &1, R 1994 & a1¢ 9
AfRaan! 3R FHTST Bt 3ARen! Fafd & Ieerag 3fS g3

o USMCA UTaYT: USMCA H 3ffciHlaTsd IenT o fore = fAgq
MiHE &, Fored R Yeb & forg It skt & 75% are & fewd
&1 A0 STawgs B

o 9 FUR: USMCA T 95 o ISR 3R el 3= &1 Uau g,
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Hezbollah picks Naim Kassem to lead the group
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Hezbollah
picks Naim
Kassem to
lead the group
[PCs |

Associated Press
BEIRUT

Hezbollah announced on
Tuesday that it has chosen
cleric Naim Kassem to lead
the Lebanese militant
group after the killing of its
longtime leader Hassan
Nasrallah in an Israeli air-
strike on a Beirut suburb in
Lebanon in late
September.

The group said in a
statement that Hezbollah’s
decision-making  Shura
Council elected Kassem,
71, as its new secretary-
general and vowed to con-
tinue Nasrallah’s policies
“until victory is achieved.”

Since Nasrallah’s death
as part of an Israeli offen-
sive that took out many of
Hezbollah’s senior offi-
cials, the white-turbaned
cleric with a gray beard has
often been the public face
of the Lebanese militant

group.

Founding members

He is one of its founding
members but is widely
seen by supporters as lack-
ing his predecessor’s cha-
risma and oratory skills.

Kassem has been sanc-
tioned by the U.S.

His appointment came
as no surprise since he had
served as Nasrallah’s depu-
ty for 32 years and had also
long been Hezbollah’s pu-
blic face, giving interviews
to local and foreign media
outlets.
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° Hezbollah announced on Tuesday that
it has chosen cleric Naim Kassem to lead the
Lebanese militant group after the killing of its
longtime leader Hassan Nasrallah in an
Israeli airstrike on a Beirut suburb in
Lebanon in late September.

o  TRVgeg A HITAAR B! °IvuN &1 fob
T A5 BRI B 30 I I T T
B AR eAT8 &) RIdaR & ofd & de-{ &
YT ITTR R IR g8 gHd # A
F 91G TG BT g B & [ AT 7|

e  The group said in a statement that

Hezbollah's decision-making Shura Council
elected Kassem, 71, as its new secretary-

general and vowed to continue Nasrallah’s
policies “until victory is achieved.”

o g A TS U H Fgl [ fgoigears &t Murg-FyRor RT ufvwg = S1RW
(71) B T HETHIRIE AT 3R TRIRewTs B ifaal &1 Sitd g1ka 81 9" oIk
3G B HUH T[S |

) Since Nasrallah’s death as part of an Israeli offensive that took out

many of Hezbollah's senior officials, the white-turbaned cleric with a gray
beard has often been the public face of the Lebanese militant group.

o RugwE & %2 alvy sf¥reifval &) ger ard soRIae gHA Hf AReds
1 Hid & 91G U, Tha WIS! aTdl 3R WG algl Il 39 HIed! = SeR AT
3BT THG HT ATdeT-h dg_T ST 5 |

° Founding members: He is one of its founding members but is widely
seen by supporters as lacking his predecessor’'s charisma and oratory skills.

o  HRIUSD Y I8 3P YRS Fawl H I T g, Al TR gRT1 I
30 gdad & HHTT 3R gajed I H HH F T T 3T o1l 5|

° Kassem has been sanctioned by the U.S.

o  PIRNA TR MRS gRT ufddsy ae MU § |
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e His appointment came as no surprise since he had served as Nasrallah's deputy for 32

years and had also long been Hezbollah's public face, giving interviews to local and

foreign media outlets.

o Ie! Fged B s 3y @t a1d el 8, i a8 32 quT A RS b JUTHE
b U H Jd1 ¢ T8 U IR e g7 I feWgerite BT Hrdei e A0 36 8, ™M 3R
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China’s first female
spaceflight engineer
in ‘dream’ mission

PCS

JIUQUAN

China’s only woman spaceflight engineer will be
among a crew of three astronauts blasting off on a
“dream” mission to the Tiangong space station
this week, Beijing announced on Tuesday.

The new Tiangong team will carry out experi-
ments with an eye to the space programme’s am-
bitious goal of placing astronauts on the Moon by
2030 and eventually constructing a lunar base.

The Shenzhou-19 mission is scheduled to take
off with its trio of space explorers at 4:27 a.m. on
Wednesday (2027 GMT Tuesday) from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, the
China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) said.

Among the crew is Wang Haoze, 34, who is Chi-
na’s only female spaceflight engineer, according
to the agency. She will become the third Chinese
woman to take part in a crewed mission.

“Like everyone else, I dream of going to the
space station to have a look,” Ms. Wang said on
Tuesday alongside her fellow crew members.

“I'want to meticulously complete each task and
protect our home in space,” she said. “I also want
to travel in deep space and wave at the stars.”

Headed by Cai Xuzhe, the team will return to
Earth in “late April or early May next year”, CMSA
Deputy Director Lin Xigiang said at a separate
press event confirming the launch.

Cai, a 48-year-old former Air Force pilot, brings
experience from a previous stint aboard Tiangong
as part of the Shenzhou-14 mission in 2022. The
aerospace veteran said the crew was now “fully
prepared mentally, technically, physically and
psychologically” for the mission ahead.
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China’s First Female Spaceflight
Engineer in ‘Dream’ Mission

T4 P ugd! afgan siaiker s
SolfR Ul & fwE |

+ China’s only woman
spaceflight engineer will
be among a crew of
three astronauts
blasting off on a
“dream” mission to the
Tiangong space station
this week, Beijing

announced on Tuesday.

T BT THHAE Higa
37AfRes IST FollaR 59
guarg i siafer ifat & e o & gry fagi
3af¥er ©eH & foe "guAl & R w e i, i
= HTEAR & 99N &1 |

(From left) Astronauts Wang Haoze, Cai Xuzhe and Song
Lingdong before the Shenzhou-19 mission. AFp

» The new Tiangong team will carry out experiments
with an eye on the space programme’s ambitious goal
of placing astronauts on the Moon by 2030 and
eventually constructing a lunar base.
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 The Shenzhou-19 mission is scheduled to take off with its trio of space explorers at 4:27 a.m.
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on Wednesday (2027 GMT Tuesday) from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest
China, the China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) said.

TENS-19 AR & IWR-ufy™ I & frge Aearse aia dex I YR Jag 4:27 99
(2027 GMT HTEAR) 30+ i 3idRer Wi aisli & Y Al B o1 Aol g, ST & Fmg=r A
WY T (CMSA) = SarT|

« Among the crew is Wang Haoze, 34, who is China’s only female spaceflight engineer,
according to the agency. She will become the third Chinese woman to take part in a crewed
mission.

3d H i gT3i, 34, € S {5 Tl & SfUR o1 @} UahuT Afgar sidfvel 38T SelfR ¢
I8 AP &d RF § e g1 arell diadt I afgar s St

« "Like everyone else, | dream of going to the space station to have a look,” Ms. Wang said on
Tuesday alongside her fellow crew members. qoft o ave, AR ot o § fop F siafver wem A
SR T -oR SA Ud," HIAAR PI qiT A 30 HgHH! ad & 1Y FHgl|

« "l want to meticulously complete each task and protect our home in space,” she said. “I also
want to travel in deep space and wave at the stars.”

B YA B BT IRIDT W PRI BT ATeal § 3R 3fafes H TAR TR B & 1 I18d §," S
HeT| "o e 3falel H am &A1 aTedl § SR aRi &1 g1y feam et g1

» Headed by Cai Xuzhe, the team will return to Earth in “late April or early May next year”,
CMSA Deputy Director Lin Xiqiang said at a separate press event confirming the launch.

& i & A9 B I oFTa I " 3rie P 3id a1 S B YRS A Gt TR 9o U, CMSA &
30 (He=re for Riferi = dl &1 gfY Hd gU U 39 U9 Sdc § &gl

« Cai, a 48-year-old former Air Force pilot, brings experience from a previous stint aboard
Tiangong as part of the Shenzhou-14 mission in 2022. The aerospace veteran said the crew
was now “fully prepared mentally, technically, physically, and psychologically” for the
mission ahead.

& Teit, 1w 48 anffa qd wor Wi uraee € S 2022 ® [E0S-14 fRM & dga faaimiin & siom
fUBq FRIGIA BT SIHT AHR MU § | 3 TIRRUY Y - gl [ a1ae ad 36 fiRH & fag
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Golden day for Spaniards
as the Ballon d'Or goes
to Rodri and Bonmati

The pinnacle: Bonmati and Rodri make their feelings known after winning the coveted one. Ap

Associated Press
PARIS

Spanish midfielders Rodri
and Aitana Bonmati won
the men’s and women’s
Ballon d’Or award for the
world’s best football player
on Monday.

The 28-year-old Rodri
won the prestigious award
for the first time after help-
ing Manchester City win
the Premier League and
being a key player in
Spain’s European Cham-
pionship triumph.

He succeeded -eight-
time winner Lionel Messi
of Argentina.

The 26-year-old Bonma-
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ti retained her award after
helping Barcelona win the
Spanish league, the Span-
ish cup and the Champions
League.

Bonmati joined Barca
teammate Alexia Putellas
in winning two titles since
the women’s trophy was
first awarded in 2018.

She beat her teammates
Caroline Graham Hansen
of Norway and Salma Pa-
ralluelo of Spain as Barce-
lona completed a 1-2-3.

Rodri arrived on crutch-
es. He is out for the season
after injuring his ACL while
playing for City last month.

The winners: Men’s Ballon

d’0r: Rodri (Manchester City);
Women’s Ballon d’Or: Aitana
Bonmati (Barcelona).

Johan Cruyff trophy for best
men’s and women’s coach:
Carlo Ancelotti (Real Madrid) and
Emma Hayes (ex-Chelsea, now
USA women’s national team).
Gerd Mueller trophy for top
scorer: Kylian Mbappe (ex-PSG)
and Harry Kane (Bayern Munich)
(both on 52 goals).

Raymond Kopa trophy for best
young player: Lamine Yamal
(Barcelona); Lev Yashin trophy
for best goalkeeper: Emiliano
Martinez (Aston Villa).

Socrates Prize for charity
work: Jenifer Hermoso (Tigres
Monterrey).

Best men’s and women’s
teams: Real Madrid and

Barcelona.
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Golden Day for Spaniards as the Ballon d'Or goes to
Rodri and Bonmati

W & e g fa=, afas €3t ALY ok et 1
forem

« Spanish midfielders Rodri and Aitana

Bonmati won the men's and women's
Ballon d'Or award for the world's best
football player on Monday.

W FrswiceR ALY iR MgamET
T A AR & gl 3R
Hfgara &1 i s3Ik RIBR oI,
S g & Gy wesia R % Rig
gl

* The 28-year-old Rodri won the

award for the first time after helping
Manchester City win the Premier
League and being a key player in Spain’s European Championship triumph.

28 qUTg S 7 T IR ATawe Rt & iR i siia & Heg o ok |4 ) R
R Sid & Aeayuf yfie Aum & a1E I8 RER Sidl|

* He succeeded eight-time winner Lionel Messi of Argentina.

I8 3ITS IR & fasiar fera_e At (3roicim) o1 - foran|

 The 26-year-old Bonmati retained her award after helping Barcelona win the Spanish
league, Spanish cup, and the Champions League.

26 qifa ST F WA= o, W= $u iR Affds R & aiRiar o sia J areE gax
SUAT RIPR IRPIR AT |

« Bonmati joined Barca teammate Alexia Putellas in winning two titles since the women's
trophy was first awarded in 2018.

ST = TR B dudc Tafdaar qeard & 91y 2018 H Afgarsii i ¢! & ST A &t
ara Sid |
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« She beat her teammates Caroline Graham Hansen of Norway and Salma Paralluelo of Spain

www.patrioticias.in

as Barcelona completed a 1-2-3.

IR AT Bt HAATZ UTeH 3T 3R T F1 JATHT URTITEA ! g, 5Ta qIRIAT 3 1-2-3
BT R U |

« Rodri arrived on crutches. He is out for the season after injuring his ACL while playing for City
last month.

A} st )R uga | fred wdl Ridt & fon Wad wa gt & dic @ & 91 a8 dieH &
U IR B W B

The Winners

fasta

e Men's Ballon d'Or: Rodri (Manchester City)
TEUI HT Jia S 31R: AT @eer Rich)

e Women's Ballon d'Or: Aitana Bonmati (Barcelona)
Afgenai &1 g S 3MiR: MEaET SH @TRIdA)

e Johan Cruyff Trophy for Best Coach: Carlo Ancelotti (Real Madrid) and Emma Hayes
(ex-Chelsea, now USA women's national team)
HI9g BT & Y g™ $3 o) Sraf qaardt (Rad Afgs) ok T T g9 (gd I,
319 gua Afgar At W)

e Gerd Mueller Trophy for Top Scorer: Kylian Mbappe (ex-PSG) and Harry Kane
(Bayern Munich) (both on 52 goals)
Hared ¥R & e 1S ger grwl: forfer vt (gd diews) SR 86 &1 @
e @1 A 52 T {0

e Raymond Kopa Trophy for Best Young Player: Lamine Yamal (Barcelona)
T4YY gaT faars! & e 36s HIuT S1wt: Ar|rs ar|d (@iiar)

e Lev Yashin Trophy for Best Goalkeeper: Emiliano Martinez (Aston Villa)
IIY MaPIR & g da ailke gt ghaferam arfdast (g faan

e Socrates Prize for Charity Work: Jenifer Hermoso (Tigres Monterrey)

NG T F o1 gpera RIPR: w13 AR

o Best Men's and Women's Teams: Real Madrid and Barcelona

|49y gey SR Afgan & fraa Afgs ok aRiaT
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